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FINDS
IN
EARLY EGYPTIAN POSTMARKS

by
Ibrahim Chaftar

Sometimes ago, I have been lucky enough to acquire, after very
hard negotiations, two beautiful entires relating to the early Egyptian
Postal History. The first is a wonderful entire letter, very neat, with
the oval registration mark PER CONSEGNA Type V of the POSTA
EUROPEA, and the second a beautiful cover with — the till lately un-
known — postmark of the new POSTE VICE REALI EGIZIANE post
office of BENHA, applied during the 2nd TRANSITION PERIOD of
1865, before the introduction of the First Issue, the 1st January 1866.

I will share, by the following words, my finds with my fellow col-
leagues in Egyptian Philately.

1° — POSTA EUROPEA : OVAL POSTMARK “PER CONSEGNA”
Type V. :

The oval registration postmark PER CONSEGNA Type V was in-
troduced in use at Alexandria in the early days of May 1863. We know
of a combination entire letter with this handstamp mark in the already
famous POSTA EUROPEA collection G. Khouzam of Milano. The entire
was posted at the Italian Consulate Post Office : ALESSANDRIA
D’EGITTO POSTE ITALIANE and was to be forwarded to TANTA
(Lower Egypt). This entire bears the handstamp of the Italian Office
dated 20 MAG 63 I S, in four lines, at the upper left corner and on
the upper right corner, the oval registration mark PER CONSEGNA
Type V, bearing in the center No. 1326. These two postmarks are struck
on the face of the entire with the same blue ink. It is strange that the
handstamp No. VI, which ought to be struck on the face at the
Alexandria POSTA EUROPEA office, to indicate the date of despatch-
ing, is missing, which let us suppose that the operator for the two of-
fices : the POSTA EUROPEA office of Alexandria and the ITALIAN
CONSULATE POST OFFICE of Alexandria was the same person at
the same premises.

We have no information about the arrival mark of the POSTA
EUROPEA, Tanta office. We beg Mr. Khouzam to supply us with the
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Photo No. 1

Io PER CONSEGNA ALESSANDRIA & TANTA No. 1326. 20 MAG 63 1 5
Ilo PER CONSEGNA CAIRO & ALESSANDRIA No. 1983. 30 LUGL 64
III° fragment PER CONSEGNA ALESSANDRIA No. 3955

Collection G. Khouzam - Milano
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reproduction of the back of his entire so we shall be able to reproduce
it in L’O.P. for recording. In the meantime we give here the illustration
of the face of this remarquable entire *. Mr. Khouzam collection in-
cludes also a cut piece with the oval registration mark PER CONSEGNA
Type V, bearing the number 3955 in its center : this number is the
highest ever recorded. Unfortunately, the piece does not give any in-
dication about its date.

As for the CATRO POSTA EUROPEA office, we know about three
entires bearing the similar oval registration PER CONSEGNA Type
V : in the collection of Col. J. R. Danson an entire dated 13/5/64 number
in the center of the postmark unknown to us ; in the collection of Mr.
Khouzam an entire dated 30 LUGL 64, number in the center of the
postmark 1983 ; and in the collection of J.H.E. Gilbert an entire dated
4/9/64, number of the postmark in the center unknown to us.

Here we give an illustration of the newly discovered entire letter
with this very rare cancellation. The entire letter was posted at the
POSTA EUROPEA office of CAIRO to be forwarded to the POSTA
EUROPEA office of MANSURA. On the left upper corner there is the
POSTA EUROPEA postmark of CAIRO Type VI dated 30 GENN°. 64
and on the lower right corner there is the oval registration postmark
PER CONSEGNA Type V with the number 0243 in its center, which
is the lowest number recorded for that office. All these postmarks are
struck in black on the face of the entire. On the back of this entire letter
there is the oval POSTA EUROPEA Type V of MANSURA dated 30
GENNP°. 64, same date of departure from Alexandria ; postmark struck
in black.

2° — 2nd TRANSITION PERIOD — 15th April/31 December 1865 —
The Postmark POSTE VICE REALI EGIZIANE, BENHA :

When the New Egyptian Postal Administration took over the works
of the private enterprise POSTA EUROPEA, the 2nd of January 1865,
it was decided to maintain the postal fees during the whole 1865 and
to continue the use of the date and other handstamps of the POSTA
EUROPEA, till the new material, with the correct name POSTE VICE
REALI EGIZIANE, be ready.

From the perusal of several highly specialised collections of Egypt,

(*) This cover was illustrated on the front page of the magazine No. 11 of Novem-

ber 1867 of «NOTIZIARIO DELLA ASSOCIAZIONE SANITARI ITALIANI FILATELISTI
ASILF.
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Photo No. 2
PER CONSEGNA CAIRO to MANSURA No. 0243; 30 GENNo. 64
Lowest number for CAIRO
Collection I. Chaftar — Cairo
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and after checking, here in Egypt and overseas with the members of
the EGYPT STUDY CIRCLE, it seems that :

1° — The datestamps of the POSTA EUROPEA were in use till
the 14th April 1865 ; we call that period — 2r.d January/14th
April 1865 — the Ist TRANSITION PERIGD.

2° — The new date and handstamps of the POSTE VICE REALI
EGIZIANE were introduced as from the 15th April 1865 :
and we call the period between — 15th April/31 December
1865 — the 2nd TRANSITION PERIOD.

We must remind that the 1st Issue of postage stamps of Egypt was
on sale from the 1st January 1866, and that all the postal fees for 1865
were noted by writing on the face of the entires or covers.

The new datestamps were naturally supplied to the sixteen offices
handed over by the POSTA EUROPEA to the New Egyptian Postal
Administration :

1°  Alessandria 6° Damanhour 12°  Samanud

20 Atfe 7°  Damiata 13°  Suez

3° Benha &°  Galiub 14° Tanta

4°  Birket el Sab 9 Kafer Zayat 15° Zagasik

5° Cairo 10° Mansura 16° Zifta & Mitg

11° Michalla

It is reasonable to think that the necessary datestamps were order-
ed to provide the newly established offices to be run by the New
Egyptian Postal Administration : 17° Abu Homus ; 18> Kafre Dawar ;
19° Minet el Gam ; 20° Ramle (Bacos) ; 21° Teh el Baroud ; and 22°
Tookh. The three offices opened abroad in 1865 : 23° Gedda, the 8th
June 1865 ; 24° Costantinopoli the 13th June 1865 ; and 25° Smirne, the
14th November 1865, received also the same material.

From these 25 offices, which theoretically have used the new hand-
stamps of the 2nd TRANSITION PERIOD — 15th April/31 December
1865 — we have unfortunately very few traces.

From the original sixteen offices ex POSTA EUROPEA we have
only, nine recorded :

1° Alessandria 18 April 1865 6° Suez 19 April 1865
2°  Cairo 19 April 1865  7° Tanta 18 April 1865
3° Damiata 3 December 1865 8° Zagasik 18 April 1865
4°  Mansura 22 April 1865  9° Zifta &

5° Michalla 18 November 1865 Mitg 31 July 1865
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Photo No. 3

POSTE VICE REALI EGIZIANE BENHA 26 APR 65 2T
Earliest date recorded
Collection I. Chaftar — Cairo
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We have no record at all from the six offices added by the New
Egyptian Postal Administration inside the country, and by the way we
are still wondering how these offices worked during the 1st TRANSI-
TION PERIOD, having got nothing of neither the datestamps of the
POSTA EUROPEA or the new material POSTE VICE REALI EGI-
ZIANE.

From the three offices opened abroad only the Costantinopoli office
has been recorded : 14th September 1865.

We have then, up to the writing of these lines, recorded 10 from
the 25 offices which were working during 1865. We hope to have better
chance in the future to unearth the 15 missing offices.

It seems that little attention was given by philatelists to the can-
cellations of the POSTE VICE REALI EGIZIANE of 1865, and it is
probably for that reason that they are so scarce. The philatelists gave
more effort to gather the cancellations of the POSTA EUROPEA during
the last days of their use — 1st TRANSITION PERIOD — so they are
relatively more even met with. Perhaps also the entires or covers bear-
ing no postage stamps attracted less attention.

During the last summer, I came across, at a well known dealer,
some covers of the third issue, with the ordinary one piastre rate, and
two stampless covers, one with the duty fee of “80” on the face, and
another with the scarce and till unknown POSTE VICE REALI EGI-
ZIANE BENHA (1865). The dealer had no wish to depart of this lot,
but I succeeded to convince him to let me have them.

The BENHA cover, which is illustrated here, is a fancy and very
neat and attractive cover. It was posted at BENHA and addressed to
Sign, Manuk, Alessandria. On the face of the cover and at the lower
left corner is struck in black the POSTE VICE REALI EGIZIANE
BENHA dated 26 April 656 2T, Type S.B. No. 1-3. On the back of this
cover is the arrival postmark of Alessandria dated POSTE VICE REALI
EGIZIANE ALESSANDRIA dated 27 April 1965 2T Type S.B. 1 -3, also
struck in black.

[ am glad to have added the BENHA 1865 cancellation, 26 April
1865, to the ten other already recorded and I hope that every ardent
philatelist will go through his collection, his friends’ collections and
dealers stocks and try to unearth philatelic material to back or further
our researches on the early days of the history of our National Postal
Administration.
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EGYPTE

Les Carnets de Timbres-Poste

imprimés et confectionnés en Grande-Bretagne

par
Jean BOULAD d'HUMIERES & A. John REVELL.

Dans le domaine postal, 'Egypte a trés souvent été a4 l'avant-garde
des innovations heureuses ; elle est un des premiers pays a avoir adopté
I'usage des carnets de timbres-poste.

A titre documentaire, voici la liste chronologique des pays qui, les
premiers, en ont émis :

1895 Grand Duché de Luxembourg,

1900 Canada, Etats-Unis d’Amérique, Philippines,

1901 Hongrie, Nouvelle-Zélande,

1902 Cap de Bonne Espérance, Cuba, Inde Anglaise,

1903 Egypte, Mexique,

1904 Grande-Bretagne, Natal, Norvege, Suisse.

x k=

Dans un précédent article paru dans ce Journal (') nous avions étudié
les carnets imprimés et confectionnés en Egypte de 1926 a 1954, réser-
vant & plus tard 'étude de ceux produits en Grande-Bretagne de 1903 a
1924.

Grace a de longues et patientes recherches, nous sommes maintenant,
croyons-nous, en mesure de présenter cette premiere partie.

Deux grandes imprimeries ont été successivement chargées de ce tra-
vail : MM. Thomas De La Rue & Co., de 1903 a 1920, puis MM. Harrison
& Sons, en 1921 et 1922, ceci d’ailleurs en méme temps que la fourniture
des timbres-poste courants.

Disons tout de suite qu’aucune de ces deux Maisons n’a été en mesu-
re de nous fournir le moindre renseignement quant a la composition des
feuilles destinées a confectionner ces carnets ou aux quantités de carnets
livrés aux Postes égyptiennes. Est-ce par discrétion professionnelle ou
par suite d’absence de documents d’archives, nous I'ignorons.

Toutes les indications que nous donnons ici sont le résultat de nos
recherches personnelles et de nos déductions.

C’est dans le quotidien de langue anglaise «The Egyptian Gazette»
de décembre 1902 qu’a été annoncée la parution du premier carnet de tim-
bres-poste en Egypte.

(1) Voir 1'Orient Philarélique — Le Caire, No. 112 de Janvier 1964.
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A titre documentaire, voici le texte méme de cette information :

Useful Postal Innovation. — The Egyptian Post Office intends
“to introduce on the first of January a convenient system of selling
“stamps in little books. Stamps may after that date be purchased in
“collections of twenty-four at a time. The stamps will not adhere to
“one another as wax paper will be interleaved, thus effectually pre-
“venting this. The extra cost of buying stamps in this manner will
“be only one millieme the packet and it should prove a popular in-
“novation, as it affords special facilities for carrying postage stamps
“in the pocket.”

L

I — Carnets imprimés et confectionnés par
MM. Thomas De La Rue & Co. — Londres.

Pour les trois catégories de carnets successivement produits par ces
imprimeurs il a été utilisé — selon toute vraisemblance — le papier fili-
grané croissant et étoile des émissions contemporaines, formant des feuil-
les de 240 timbres, répartis en quatre panneaux de 60 vignettes (Fig. 1).

Chaque panneau permettait d’obtenir 10 feuillets de six vignettes
chacun — trois rangées de deux timbres pour les deux premiéres émis-
sions, deux rangées de trois timbres pour la troisieme émission — il y
avait quatre feuillets par carnet séparés entre eux par une feuille de pa-
pier parafiné blanc pour éviter I'adhésion des vignettes entre elles.

Une couverture cartonnée, rose ou bleue, avec impression noire d’in-
dications relatives au contenu et au prix de vente réunissait les feuillets
au moyen de deux agrafes disposées sur le coté gauche pour les deux pre-
miéres émissions et du c6té droit ou gauche pour la troisiéme émission.

Pour les deux premiers carnets la reliure se faisait sur les marges
supérieure ou inférieure des feuillets ; pour le troisiéme carnet elle se fai-
sait a égalité sur la marge latérale de gauche ou de droite.

Le filigrane se rencontre droit ou renversé — et avec le croissant
ouvert a droite ou a gauche — selon que la feuille a été présentée dans
un sens ou dans l'autre lors de son impression.

Emission du ler janvier 1903 (Fig. 2).

Carnet composé de 24 timbres de 5 milliémes rose carminé, pyramide
et sphinx (Yvert No. 41), vendu 121 milliémes, puis 120 milliémes & par-
tir du ler juillet 1911.

Couverture cartonnée rose avec impressions en anglais et francais au
recto et en arabe au verso.
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Dans la Circulaire Postale du 16 juin 1911 il est écrit :

“A partir du ler juillet prochain les carnets contenant 24 timbres
“de 5 milliemes seront vendus 120 milliemes au lieu de 121 milliemes.
“Lors de la prochaine commande de carnets de I'espace, le prix indi-
“qué sur la couverture sera de 120 milliemes ; en attendant, les titu-
“laires auront a corriger ce prix a la main sur les carnets mis en ven-
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Fig. 2. Couvertures et feuillet du cur- Fig. 8.
net No. 1, timbres de 5 milliémes; pre- net No. 2, timbres de 3 milliémes.

miére impression.

Couvertures et feuillet du car-
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“te aupreés de leur bureau.”

Nous n’avons pas encore vu de carnets dont le prix de vente a été
corrigé & la main, pas plus d’ailleurs que de carnets dont le prix imprimé
sur la couverture soit de 120 milliemes. Mais cela ne veut pas dire qu’ils
sont introuvables.

Emission du ler juillet 1903 (Fig. 3).

Carnet composé de 24 timbres de 3 milliemes jaune, pyramide et
sphinx (Yvert No. 39), vendu 73 milliemes.

Couverture cartonnée bleu avec impression en anglais et francais au
recto et en arabe au verso.

Dans la Circulaire Postale du 15 octobre 1907 on peut lire :

“Comme il existe un stock inutile de carnets de timbres-poste de
“3 milliemes comprenant chacun 24 timbres, il a été décidé de fournir
“dorénavant aux bureaux les carnets dont il s’agit en lieu et place
“des timbres de cette catégorie.”
Ceci explique sans doute pourquoi ces carnets sont si rares.

Emission du 8 janvier 1914 (Fig. 4).

Pour cette émission, dont le timbre se présente dans le format verti-
cal, il semble qu'une forme spéciale de 240 timbres ait été faite pour s’a-
dapter au format du papier filigrané qui aurait été inutilisable du fait du
nouveau format de tous les timbres de la nouvelle émission.

Mais alors le filigrane croissant et étoile se présente verticalement
par rapport a la vignette, c’est-a-dire que le croissant est ouvert a droite
ou & gauche.

Carnet composé de 24 timbres de 5 milliemes carmin foncé, sphinx
(Yvert No. 48), vendu 125 milliemes puis 120 milliemes & partir du ler
janvier 1919, (Circulaire Postale du 29 décembre 1918).

Couverture cartonnée rose avec impression en arabe et en anglais au
recto.

Nous n’avons pas encore rencontré de carnets dont le prix indiqué sur
la couverture soit de 125 milliemes, c’est-a-dire ceux des premiéres im-
pressions.

II — Carnets imprimés et confectionnés par
MM. Harrison & Sons Ltd. — Londres.

En 1921 le changement d’imprimeurs des timbres-poste d’Egypte a
donné lieu a deux modifications relativement importantes : nouveau fili-
grane, trois croissants et étoiles tournés vers la droite et nouvelles cou-
leurs et valeurs des vignettes.
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En ce qui concerne les carnets de timbres-poste, leur aspect général
quoique semblable aux précédents comporte, cependant, des différences
caractéristiques, qui seront décrites séparément.

Mais c’est surtout la composition des feuilles destinées a leur confec-
tion qui est trés nouvelle ; elle sera conservée jusqu’en 1936, c’est-a-dire
jusqu’a la fin des émissions a l'effigie du roi Fouad imprimées en Egypte.

Faute d’avoir pu obtenir des imprimeurs britanniques les précisions
recherchées nous nous contenterons de reproduire ici la photographie
d’'une feuille entiére de 120 unités préparée en Egypte par le Service de

asasiviess

| TEelgipe
i ww@.ctb«r:ﬁwy»
L e AL

Fig. 4. Couvertures, reliure & gouche Fig. 6. Couverture et feuillet des cur-
et & droite et feuillet du carnet No. 3, nets No. 4 et 5, timbres de 5 milliemes.
timbres de 5 milliémes; 2éme impression. Seul le filigrane est différent.
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I’Arpentage du Gouvernement Egyptien pour ses émissions a partir de
1926 (Fig. 5).

Les indications qui accompagnent cette illustration parlent d’elles-
mémes, pensons-nous, mais pour plus de précisions, et pour éviter des ré-
pétitions inutiles, nous renvoyons le lecteur & l'article paru dans ce méme
journal (..

Fig. 5

Feuille de 120 timbres de 1936 imprimée par le Service de l'Ar-
pentage du Gouvernement Egyptien.

Toutes les feuilles imprimées par MM. Harrison & Sons étaient
composées de la méme fagon que celle reproduite ici.

De la sorte la reliure se trouve toujours du cbété gauche, elle est
exécutée au moyen de deux agraies.

Les filigranes droits ou renversés se rencontrent en quantités égales
pour chaque émission.

(1) 1Orient Philatélique, No. 112 de Janvier 1964.
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Voir la suite des deux clichés & la page suivante.



Fig. 7 — Carnet No. 4 ,
Texte recto et verso des deux pages de couverture et des cing
feuillets intérieurs et séparation. On voit tres nettement la couture
a gauche de la couverture supérieure et a droite de la couverture
du dos du carnet.

Recto

Couverture, texte arabe et anglais.
ler feuillet, Nestlé.

2éme feuillet, George Valsamidis.
3éme feuillet, Al Rahi (en arabe).
4eéme feuillet, L. Kramer & Co. Ltd.
5éme feuillet, A ’Argent, et Arabe
Couverture, dos, Texte Arabe.

Verso
Aux Grands Magasins ‘de Nou-
veautés.
Savon Erasmic.
Adm. des Postes, avis utile.
Dewar’s Whisky.
Ford, Automobiles.
Oyler’s Tyres.
« Veteran » Whisky.
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Fig. 8. Couverture et feuillet du cor-
net No. 6, timbres de 5 milliémes surchcr-
gés couronne.

On voit nettement sur les bordures,
les traces des deux agrafes «A» et celles
de l'agrafe unique «B» de ce carnet-ci.

Photo du Carnet
Fouad 1923
5 mil. No. 7
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Emission du 12 juin 1921 (Fig. 6).

Carnet composé de 24 timbres de 5 milliemes carmin foncé, sphinx
(Yvert No. 60), vendu 120 milliémes.

Couverture cartonnée rose avec impressions en arabe et anglais au
recto.

La reliure est exécutée par une couture sur le coté gauche.

Les feuillets sont séparés les uns des autres par des feuilles de papier
blanc (il y en a cinq) avec des textes publicitaires ou des conseils de I’Ad-
ministration des Postes sur chaque face ; en outre les cartons de couver-
ture sont également pourvus d’impressions publicitaires sur les trois faces
disponibles (intérieur de la couverture supérieure, intérieur et extérieur
de la couverture inférieure). Tous ces textes sont intégralement reproduits
ici (Fig. 7).

Emission de novembre 1921 (Fig. 6).

Carnet composé de 24 timbres de 5 milliemes rose pale, sphinx (Yvert
No. 61), vendu 120 milliémes.

Couverture cartonnée rose avec impressions en arabe et anglais au
recto.

La reliure est exécutée au moyen de deux agrafes du coté gauche.

Les feuillets de séparation sont & nouveau formés de papier blanc pa-
raffiné ; 'expérience de la publicité est abandonnée.

Emission du 14 avril 1923 (Fig. 8).

Le 15 mars 1922 I'Egypte était proclamée Royaume indépendant et
les timbres-poste alors en cours étaient surchargés d’'une couronne royale
et d’'une inscription arabe rappelant cet événement. Cette surcharge a
fait 'objet de plusieurs impressions différentes sur les timbres en feuilles
destinées a étre débitées aux guichets.

Pour ce qui est des carnets de timbres-poste I'opération semble avoir
été plutot compliquée et délicate.

Une forme spéciale composée pour six timbres (2 X 3) a dia étre
préparée par I'Imprimerie Nationale de Boulac, elle est au type II (petite
couronne typographiée) (2

Les carnets de I"émission précédente furent démontés un par un et
chaque feuillet fut surchargé séparément. Puis les carnets furent re-
constitués et agrafés a4 nouveau avec seulement une agrafe au milieu du

(2) Pour la description des six types de cette surcharge voir: « Egypt — The Crown
Overprints » par A.S. Mackenzie Low, FRP/S.L. et Dr. W. Byam, O.B.E:, F:R:P:S:L:, dans
« The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain » de juillet et aoGt 1934 et aussi dans 1'Orient
Philatelique — Le Caire » No. 25, 26 et 27 de juillet, octobre et décembre 1935.
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coté gauche. Ceci se voit trés nettement sur la couverture et le feuillet
illustré ici. Trois feuillets provenant de trois carnets différents font ap-
paraitre d’autres positions de la nouvelle agrafe par rapport aux deux
anciennes (Fig. 9).

C’est ce travail qui a produit 'émissicn du 14 avril 1923 dont les ca-
ractéristiques sont identiques a celles de I’émission précédente & ceci prés
qu’il y a une seule agrafe au lieu de deux pour relier les feuillets entre
eux et former le carnet.

Fig. 9. Trois feuillets provenant de
trois carnets différents faisant apparaitie
d'autres positions de la nouvelle agraie
«B» par rapport aux deux anciennes «A».

Emission de 1923-24.

Carnet composé de 24 timbres de 5 milliémes brun-rouge, roi Fouad
{Yvert No. 86), vendu 120 milliemes.
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Couverture cartonnée rose avec impressions en arabe et anglais au
recto.

Carnet composé de 12 timbres de 5 milliémes brun-rouge roi Fouad
(Yvert No. 86), 6 timbres de 10 milliémes rose foncé roi Fouad (Yvert No.
87) et 6 timbres de 15 milliémes bleu foncé roi Fouad (Yvert No. 83),
vendu 210 milliémes.

Couverture cartonnée bleu avec impressions en arabe et anglais au
recto.

Voici pour terminer, quelques communications relevées dans des
comptes-rendus de réunions ou recues directement de philatélistes ; elles
peuvent compléter les informations générales précédentes et montrer la
grande rareté de tous ces carnets.

Mr. A.S. Mackenzie Low signalait au cours de la réunion du 27 jan-
vier 1945 des membres de 'Egypt Study Circle & Londres, qu’il avait vu au
moins un carnet complet de chacune des cing premieres émissions.

Quels en étaient alors les heureux possesseurs ?

Ou sont-ils maintenant ?

Le méme collectionneur signalait & cette méme réunion qu’il avait vu
des blocs de six timbres avec filigrane renversé provenant d’un carnet de
I’émission de 1903.

A la vente de la collection William G. Hinde & Londres les 16 et 17
octobre par la Maison Robson Lowe Ltd., le lot No. 287 était formé par un
carnet complet de I’émission du 12 juin 1921, 5 milliemes carmin, et le lot
No. 288 était formé par un carnet complet de I'émission suivante, celle de
novembre 1921, 5 milliemes rose péale.

A la vente de la collection du Dr. W. Byam a Londres les 24 et 25
octobre 1961 par la Liaison Robson Lowe Ltd., le lot No. 738 était composé
de 4 carnets complets des émissions de 1923-24 (2 a 120 mills., 2 & 210
mills. et 2 carnets & 120 mills. incomplets (3 feuillets au lieu de 4) et dé-
montés dont I'un d’eux avec filigrane renversé ; quant auv lot No. 739 il
était compose de 4 carnets complets de I'émission de 1923-24 & 120 mills.

D’autre part, le Professeur Peter S. Smith d’Ann Arbor (Michigan)
a acquis en 1961 un carnet incomplet de la seconde émission, il ne contient
plus que deux timbres de 3 milliemes sur les 24 qu’il renfermait autrefois.

Ce méme collectionneur se souvient qu'un carnet presque complet de
cette émission a été vendu aux enchéres & New York il y a plusieurs an-
nées. Ou est-il actuellement ?
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Récapitulation des divers carnets
imprimés en Grande-Bretagne
émis de 1903 a 1924

Timbres Prix
No. Date Composition No. de vente
d’émission Yvert en mills.

Imprimés et confectionnés par MM. Thomas De La Rue & Co. Ltd.

1. 1. 1.1903 24 t. de 5 mills. rose carminé,
pyramide et sphinx. 41 121
120 & partir
du 1.7.1911
2. 1. 71903 24 t. de 3 mills. jaune,
pyramide et sphinx. 39 73
Ce carnet, peu demandé, a été
débité aux guichets postaux a
partir du 15.10.1907.

3. 8 1.1914 24 t. de 5 mills. carmin foncé,

sphinx. 48 125
120 a partir
du 1.1.1919
Imprimés et confectionnés par MM. Harrison & Sons Ltd.
. 12, 6.1921 24 t. de 5 mills. carmin foncé, 60 120
5. —11.1921 24 t. de 5 mills. rose pale, sphinx. 61 120
14. 4.1923 24 t. de 5 mills. rose pale, sphinx,
surcharge couronne. 73 120
7. 1923-24 24 t. de 5 mills. brun rouge, roi
Fouad. 86 120
8. 1923-24 12 t. de 5 mills. brun rouge, 86
6 t. de 10 mills. rose foncé, ' roi 37
6 t. de 15 mills. bleu foncé, ) Fouad 88 210

Les philatélistes suivants ont droit & nos vifs remerciements pour le
concours efficace qu’ils nous ont apporté lors de la préparation de ce tra-
vail : L. Bowyer, Lt. Col. J.R. Danson, E.C. Ehrmann, J.H.E. Gilbert, A.A.
Hicks, George L. Lee, W.E. Lea, Peter Smith, E.H. Warren, I. Chaftar.
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Carnets imprimés en EGYPTE

Additions et rectifications a I'article paru dans
L’Orient Philatélique No. 112 de Janvier 1964

Fig. 1 — Lire .... émission de 1926 au lieu de 1962.
Liste du bas : 13.7.1931, lire A/31 au lieu de A/30 A/31.

Liste du bas : lotls 431 et 432, lire A/31 au lieu de A ‘30
A/31.

Premier paragraphe. Depuis la parution de cet article, des
carnets avec chiffres de contrdle A/28, A/31, ont été vus.
Il ne reste donec plus a découvrir que ceux avec chiffres de
controle A/29 et A/33 A/34 (et non A/33 et A/34 comme
indiqué par erreur).

Bibliographie. — Ajouter : L’Orient Philatélique — Le Caire,
No. 119 de Janvier - Avril 1968, page 15,
article par A. J. Revell.
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T@ﬁé&m S\ Jelbcn s
RSARY OF DISCOVERY OF TOUT ANKH AMON'S TOMB

:
Z

Souvenir sheet of the 50th anniversary of discovery
of Tout Ankh Amon’s tomb. The design is distinctly
misplaced to the left-hand side.

Collection : Loutfi Guinda
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EGYPT’S
FIRST PORTRAIT ISSUE
1923 — 1926*
RETOUCHES & FLAWS

By
IBRAHIM CHAFTAR

« Si jeunesse savait, si vieillesse pouvait, les choses
en iraient mieux ».

« If youth had experience and old age ability, things
would get on the better ».

Immediately after the proclamation of the Kingdom of Egypt on
15 March 1922, the Egyptian Postal Authorities decided to translate
that event on the current postage stamps.

Two measures were taken :

1. To ask the supplier of the Egyptian stamps — at that time
Harrison & Sons, the British firm — for estimates and new
designs incorporating the portrait of the new Sovereign.

2. In the meanwhile, and till the arrival of the projected issue,
to apply a quick overprint on the current stamps.

The chosen overprint — a black one — was to be in arabic only
in two lines surmounted by a royal crown :

Al Mamlaka el Masria/15 March 1922
(The Kingdom of Egypt/15 March 1922)

Four types and a quantity of sub-types have been recognised. We
give a short indication, with dates of issue for each ™

Type I. Lithographed 10 October 1922
II. Typographed, Small crown December 1922
III. Typographed, Large crown January 1923

In July 1923, the bulk of the current Egyptian stamps supplied by
Harrison already overprinted in black was issued. This particular over-

(*) It is time to call this issue « 1923/1626 » instead of « 1923/24 » as we know of
some values (2 & 5 mil) with control C/26. The following issue 1925/34 appeared only
in 1327.

(1) Information reproduced from page 88: Catalogue Robson Lowe, London, « Bvam's
Egypt » sale, 24/25 October 1961.
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print, well executed, was approved by the Egyptian G.P.O. on the 6th
February 1923. The quantity of this last supply was equal or bigger
than the whole quantity overprinted locally for some values.

Type IV. London Overprint Typographed July 1923.

We suppose that the Egyptian Government invited or received of-
fers from other sources as we see in existence many die proofs and
essays, which were all rejected.

There are die proofs and colour trials for which at least 4 printers
were responsible : The Survey Department, Cairo ; Perkins Bacon Ltd. ;
Harrison & Sons ; Bradbury Wilkinson & Co. Essays were submitted
in offset-litho ; typography ; recess and grain or screened photogravure
showing the King’s head in various designs and sizes with both inscrip-
tions in french and arabic, english and arabic and finally in arabic only.

L e

Harrison intended to produce the stamps by recess printing and he
applied for estimates to Perkins Bacon Ltd who was urged to prepare
the die engraving and submit sketches and die proofs. Pressed by the
Egyptian Government, Harrison sent numerous sketches and essays,
and amongst them proofs in corn and screened photogravure, the ear-
liest dated 3rd May 1922.

When the Perkins Bacon die proofs in recess were finally received
they were not so attractive as those previously submitted in photogra-
vure. The photogravure proofs were therefore approved, as the process
chosen, and new proofs and color trials were sollicited for the accepted
sketch.

This Egyptian decision perplexed Harrison who however accepted
the contract.

The sketches for all the stamps of the 1923 issue, as eventually
produced, were drawn by Perkins Bacon. Harrison states definitely when
writing to that firm on the subject :

« The sketch of the 5 mil stamps which you have
already prepared is to be the model of the other
values. »

In the same letter, dated 15th May 1922, the final paragraph reads:

« ....I am sorry for many reasons that the recess
method has not been adopted as T am afraid that
the photogravure process is still very uncertain
in its results and until the issue is successfully
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produced will entail a considerable amount of an-
xiety. » @

From the above correspondence between Harvison and Perkins it is
established that these two firms are responsible for the essays ZEHERI
No. 69 a, and 69 b : the ordinance and design are exactly as the stamp
issued, the central portrait excepted, but this portrait appeared on other
Harrison essays (PHOTO No. 1).

PHOTO No. 1

Here we publish, for the first time, four engraver’s proofs on glazed
paper on sunken cards in color, by courtesy of the Postmaster General
in 1945. These were amongst many others : essays and proofs in the
Egyptian Museum, Cairo (No. 65 “Section des Timbres - Poste”), but
unfortunately without any indication of source of origin. {PHOTO No. 20

PHOTO No. 2

These four die proofs : 1 mil, 3 mil, 4 mil and 10 mil, were dated
20 March 1924, which is a very late date if we consider that all the values
of the First Portrait issue 1923/26 had already been issued, and I am
unable to understand for what purpose they were sent. All indications
suggest that Perkins Bacon Ltd. is responsible for them as the design
is exactly as the one issued, and was their entry in the International
competition for the Second Portrait issue of 1927/34.

(2) Ref. page 92, same reference as (1).
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e

It is only on 16 April 1923 that an advance supply was delivered
by Harrison : a 5 mil value of the new set was issued.

The other values were released much later, one by one beginning
from October 1923 till 19 March 1924.

This new issue attracted at once the interest of the Philatelic World
and especially the Egyptian Government which decided (August 1924)
to have its stamps printed in Egypt. It ordered the necessary machines,
capable of printing stamps by the photogravure process, from specialized
manufacturers in England.

By the end of 1924, the preliminary experiments began for print-
ing the postage stamps locally by the photogravure process. The machi-
nery and equipment began to arrive from England in March 1925. The
printing machines and presses were erected and tested and after ade-
quate experiments the etching and printing of photogravure cylinder
commenced under the guidance of two specially engaged foreign experts.

Before the end of 1925, the total work was in full production and
large initial deliveries were made to the G.P.O. but the 1925/34 set was
eventually issued only in 1927.

S,

It is only in September 1928 that we see the Philatelic Press publish-
ing a first detailed article in “THE PHILATELIC JOURNAL OF G.B.”
— “EGYPT — RETOUCHES on the King FUAD ISSUE OF 1923/24”
by A. J. Sefi ®,

The author, an eminent philatelist, capable writer and researcher,
was stimulated by some 1923 retouches and flaws displayed at the
HERTS PHILATELIC SOCIETY by Dr. Byam.

In that comprehensive and much illustrated article, there is a full
description of the retouches and flaws. The author invited philatelists to
study both this issue and the printing process.

He mentions that he compared his finds with Dr. Byam. From the
article we see that he had in hands : one sheet 1 mil B/23, one sheet
10 mil no control and two sheets of the 5 mil, one C/23 (same as Dr. W.
Byam’s sheet) and another C/24. Also that Sefi succeeded in accumulat-
ing a good quantity of used copies of which he collected some thousands.

(3) Ref. «Philatelic Journal of Great Britain » September 1928, page 174 to 179.
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We had then to wait till December 1937 when Douglas Mac Neille,
an ardent enthusiastic philatelist, published his monumental article
“EGYPT 1923/24 RETOUCHES & FLAWS” which appeared in instal-
ments in “GIBBONS STAMP MONTHLY” from December 1937 till
April 1938 @,

Mac Neille refers to a paper delivered at the Brighton Congress,
1932, by G. Harrison, a Director of Harrison and Sons, saying that the
1923/24 issue was originally planned to be produced by recess printing.

He then briefly stated that the process from the original drawing
to the actual printing cylinder is :

1. Original design.

2. Negative (single).

3. Positive of 100 stamp-size units.
4. Carbon print from positive.

5. Printing cylinder.

N.B. I draw the attention to (3) : Positive of 100 stamp-size units.

The author established the basic methods of studying the issue,
but unfortunately the limited material available in his collection and
the large stock of E.L. Angeloglou did not give him the full opportunity
to conclude. It is at that time that I met for the first time (1938) this
good friend in the premises of Angeloglou and we had lengthy talks.
To these two gentlemen I am indebted for a great deal of information
and hints and I take this opportunity to express to both of them my
respectful appreciation.

Mac Neille recognized 8 different controls and a sheet with no con-
trol for the 5 mil, but he eventually had in hands for that value : 2 dif-
ferent sheets control C/23, A & B ; 1 sheet control B/24 A, with control
of a measurement different from the two sheets C/23 previously men-
tioned. This makes three sheets. The five other different controls
were : a bloc of thirty (5 X 6) C/23 and a bloc of 56 (8 X 7) no con-
trol, which he alluded to be a previous state of C/23 and three other
blocs of 4. He bitterly complained that he did not have a fair chance,
to complete his conclusions.

P

It is only in April 1942 that Dr. Byam published in the “LONDON
PHILATELIST” his eminent study “THE FIRST PORTRAIT ISSUE
OF EGYPT — 1923/24” ®,

(4) This article was reprinted in L.O.P., in instalments, in 1940, No. 45 Vol IV pages
8 - 16 and 60 - 62.

(5) This article was reprinted in L'O.P. No. 71, 1950,
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Dr. Byam in an introduction states how the issue was chosen and
explained in detail the retouches and flaws he recognized as soon as the
issue appeared. He compared his observations with those of A. J. Sefi
and Douglas Mac Neille and he arrived at the conclusion that some of
the sheets studied by Mac Neille differ from the sheets in his hands.
He specially refuted the theory that the no control sheet was a previous
state of a C/23 sheet.

He mentioned that ten positions of the control for the 5 mil. had
been recognized but also that he had only three sheets of that value :
one complete sheet no control, a bloc of the three top rows (3 X 10)
firom a similar sheet ; and two other sheets mentioned in his sale
catalogue with no indications of control numbers. He did not mention
if the no control sheet is included in the 10 position above referred to
and he added that “...we have no evidence that only one positive for
the 5 mil was used”.

Dr. Byam states also that :

s 1 an imperfect carbon was used, or that the
positive of 100 stamp-size was on its last legs
when the carbon was taken to prepare the cylin-
der, and a new positive probably did duty when
preparing the cylinders for the stamps bearing
control B/24. »

N.B. I draw the attention that I underlined :
« The positive of 100 stamp-size ».

The Palace sales in 1954 threw new light on the 1923/26 issue :
all values were offered in sheets with no control, proving that sheets
of all values existed with this variety and these were catalogued in the
1956 edition of the Zeheri catalogue by A. Mazloum.

The sale also included two sheets of the 5 mil. variety imperforate,
one with control B/24. The complete sheet of the 5 mil. C/23 and B/25
does not seem to have been sent to the Palace Collection, as there is no
mention of these in the Koubbeh sale Catalogue.

On different occasions members of the Egypt Study Circle showed
normal sheets with different watermark positions and the late E.N.
Proctor was in charge of the study of this interesting issue.

This First Portrait Issue of Egypt 1923/26 which was one of the
first for which the photogravure process had been employed on a large
scale deserves a detailed study, following the steps of production and
having a look at the measures taken by Harrison & Sons to overcome
the difficulties.
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There is no doubt that the flaws and blemishes which were so
numerous in the early printings required much retouching but the pro-
cess was finally mastered and we see that the Egyptian issue 1925/34
produced on similar machines in Egypt by the same process (except the
“corn grain” being replaced by a “screen”) was practically without
major varieties.

This fact is also confirmed by the stamps produced for Great
Britain by Harrison & Sons in 1934, practically without major printing
varieties.

e Qi

In the 1940 summer, I had some spare time in the hot evenings
during a-mission at the Sugar Factory of Kom-Ombo (near Assouan)
and started scrutinizing some -+ 32,000 used stamps composed of 10,000
of each of the 20, 50 & 100 mil. and 2,000 stamps of the 200 mil., all
of the 1923/26 issue. This huge stock of Mr. E.L. Angeloglou was put
at my disposal by this helpful gentleman.

I gathered a good quantity of flaws and retouches of these Inter-
mediate High values of which there were practically no complete sheets
on the Cairo market. I shared my findings with the owner to whom
I returned the packets, and he gently refused to charge me for what
I retained (All Angeloglou’s stock was destroyed in the Cairo fire, in
1952).

As a matter of statistics the defects and retouches totalled 35 kinds
on the 20 mil., 17 on the 50 mil., 22 for the 100 mil. and 27 for the 200
mil. All the shades are represented and some flaws and retouches are
peculiar to a definitive shade. Some of them are minute and although
the size of the stamps of this category is bigger than that of the low
values, it is obvious that the working staff was not willing to reject
the pane and tried to save it.

One of these flaws is spectacular and deserves description. It is on
a 100 mil. purple of the earliest shade which shows the left frame line
of the oval heavily broken and the background between the chin and the
left frameline of the oval badly damaged.

In this stamp (A ) it is puzzling why the defect was not repaired
on the gelatine layer after removing the carbon tissue before etching,
or why it was not repaired on the copper surface on the cylinder after
etching ? Has this defect developed during printing ? Anyhow I never
succeeded in finding another copy till now as I have never stopped
hunting.

In the meantime, I found a used copy (B ) same shade and seem-
ingly from the same pane with a similar flaw, but not identical to the
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first one. The background near the N.E. side, between the head and
the oval has the same “melted gelatine” appearance. The variety is very
striking and no attempt appears to remedy the defect (c. 5/6, D. T)
(Photo No. 3).

These two units were shown amongst my other retouches and flaws
to Dr. Byam and my other colleagues of the Egypt Study Circle on the
occasion of the “London International Stamp Exhibition 1950” 1 explain-
ed that my aim was to help the study of the 1923/1926 issue and gather
the retouches and flaws of these Intermediate High values till they are
still available in used condition, the sheets and big klocs having been
sold out.

Photo No. 3 :

GELATINE SHIFT & MELTED GELATINE

STAMP A. — GELATINE SHIFT :

A portion of the gelatine from the lower west side of the colored oval has been
removed and deposited further to the west (gelatine shift). Also a part of the heigh-
bouring background of the portrait has been damaged (melted gelatine). No attempt
has been carried to correct this visible defect.

STAMP B. — MELTED GELATINE :

This other copy shows a flaw giving the appearance of the colored background of
the tarbouche, and part of the colored oval (N.E. side), as originating from a “melted
gelatine”. As the color of this stamp is identical to STAMP A we assume that the flaw
is from the same printing surface which, we suppose, was discarded.

NO OTHER COPIES, NEITHER FROM STAMP A or B HAVE BEEN FOUND IN 10.000
USED STAMPS EXAMINED IN 1940,
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I don’t intend to go on describing the other retouches and flaws in
my possession here. What I want to say : is it not time now that we are
in a better relative position to start again studying that fascinating
issue ?

Mr. E. C. EHRMANN in his paper published in “STAMP COLLECT-
ING”, 21/28 August 1964 ® mentions that the first photogravure press
used at Hayes by Harrison and Sons was a “Johannisberg B.T.I.” ma-
chine @ and that kind had a printing surface 570 X 700 mms. i.e. 570
mms. circumference of the cylinder and 700 mms length. If we take in
consideration that the dimensions of the 1923/26 stamps produced are
for the Low values = 21 X 25 mms and for the High values == 25 X 30
mms, we see that there is room on the cylinders for four panes of 100
(10 X 10) for the Low values and oniy two panes for the High values,
provided the panes are placed sideways : the length of the stamps along-
side the length of the cylinders. This can be proved by the shifting of
the colour impression on certain stamps which shows a blurring of the
colour in the direction of the rotation of the printing surface (clock-
wise).

These dimensions of the B.T.I. cylinder allow imposition of four
panes of 100 (10 X 10) Low values, but it is not said that this was even-
tually the case for the 1923/26 issue printed by Harrison. There is a
possibility that their printed sheet was composed of only one or two
post office sheets of 100 units each (10 X 10).

I have published in I’O.P. ® some of my notes taken in 1947/48
under guidance of a Survey Department, Cairo technician responsible
relative to the Egyptian photogravure technique, I take the opportunity
to give here more precision on that particular point : the multipositive
and its imposition. I must add that the following notes concern the
Egyptian practice. However, we must remember that the machines in
use in Egypt in 1925/37 were practically similar to the machines used
by Harrison for the 1923/1926 issue :

My notes read :

« The Master positive comprising the complete im-
posed windows of stamps is the final stage in the

(6) E.G. EHRMANN A.LLP. «Haurisons, Stamp Printers » 7An account of their early
work to mcrk the 30th Anniversary of the First G.B. Photcgravure Stamps), 1964.

(7) B.T.IL 'Stands for « Begentiefdruck » and denotes flat-bed feed for cut sheets (same
reference as (6) ). .

(8) L'O.P. No. 119 January/April 1968 page 13 - 15, Note on 1927 King Fouad Issue
LEIL vdue.
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photographic work. The Master positive is obtain-
ed semi-mechanically by exposing the unit nega-
tive in a “step-and-repeat” machine which builds
up the rows of individual stamp images at precise
intervals horizontally and vertically. The time of
each exposure and the illumination are controlled
automatically so that each separzte image is iden-
tical. »

Until 1937 the stamp imposition was adapted to
suit the cylinder sizes of the photogravure ma-
chines then in use, all the Low and Intermediate
High values being in two windows each of 100
stamps (10 X 10). The machine sheets were di-
vided before being perforated, the post office sheet
thus consisting of one window of 100 stamps. »

The 500 mil and £. 1. value stamps were imposed
and printed in sheets of 25, (5 X 5) only. »

The stamps required for the manufacture of stamp
booklets were imposed in a specizl manner to faci-
litate the make up and cutting of the books. This
imposition comprised four windows, each of 60
stamps (6 X 10) of which in each window 3 X 10
were upright and the adjacent 3 X 10 were re-
versed. »

Now in 1972 we have on the other hand the marvellous book “FUN-

DAMENTALS OF PHILATELY” by L. N. & M. WILLIAMS (1971) @
and I hasten to give the definition these eminent authors give for the
expression “multipositive”

«

Multipositive or Master positive or Diapositive is
a large 1/4 inch thick photographic Glass Plate —
at least as large as the eventual printed sheet of
stamps — and the images are produced photo-
graphically with the aid of a step-and-repeat
camera. »

We see that the multipositive or master positive is at least as large

as the eventual printed sheet of stamps. This means that there can be
one, two and possibly four windows of 100 (10 X 10) on a B.T.I. cylin-

A puplcation of the « American Philatelic Society », U.S.A., 1971.
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der for the Low values and that the no control sheets of the different
Low values could be one, two, and perhaps four on the same cylinder
and this would explain why Dr. Byam ; A. J. Sefi and Douglas Mac
Neille were finding that their sheets did not correspond with each other.
Evidently, there is also the possibility that the printing sheet was com-
posed of only one post office sheet.

Mr. Revell in his article — well exposed and documented “The King
Fuad Portrait issue of 1925/34” — printed first in the Q.C. and then
reprinted in L’O.P. (1 points also to the multipositive as a pane of 100
(10 X 10) when he says :

« ....To produce the multipositive a negative of the
selected photograph is placed in a step-and-repeat
camera to produce in reverse pogitive on a glass
plate a pane of one hundred subjects ..... »

But he added that on the cylinder there were two panes of 100.

Although Mr. Revell explains that there is a diffevence in the shape
of a specific control, this had its origin in that the variation sometimes
denotes whether the pane of 100 is from the top or bottom of the sheet
of 200 stamps. This may also denote that the control blocs are from
different cylinders as many cylinders were made during the experimen-
tal stages.

Concerning the two panes on the cylinder Mr. Revell does not men-
tion how these two panes (which may adjoin side by side and not always
one on top of the other) have been produced : by successive imposition
by the step-and-repeat camera ? and this will produce two multipositives
absolutely different one from the other ; or imposed by two carbon
tissues obtained from one and the same multipositive which will give
twin brothers ?

On comparing the author’s statement we referred to none stated
the number of post office sheets (100 units) on a machine sheet. They
all mention a multipositive of 100 units only. Dr. Byam only suspected
that we have no evidence that there was one multipositive only on the
cylinder.

Now if there is one multipositive of 100 units, how is it repeated
twice or more often on a cylinder : two or more carbon tissues exposed
from the same multipositive of 100 and adjusted on the cylinder ? This
will give rise to tremendous difficulties in registering the two or more
carbon tissues. Besides all the delicate and exacting handling required.

(10) L'OP. No. 119 January/April 1968, page 16 to 39. The King Fouad Portrait Issue
of 1925/34, by A. J. Revell.
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Is it not easier to impose two or more panes of 100 units by the
step-and-repeat machine ?

The 5 mil. stamp was certainly the value chosen to make the ex-
periments as the bulk of the yearly order is for that value (== 10.000.000)
stamps according to my estimates based on statistics published in « Les
Postes en Egypte » by the G.P.O., 1934.

This quantity which makes 100,000 post office sheets a year needed
certainly many cylinders to be fulfilled. Philatelically, Dr. Byam recog-
nised 10 different controls C/23 and no control ; of B/24 five different
controls recognized, and of B/25 six different controls.

It is possible that one or two cylinders were produced with one mul-
tipositive of 100 units to make experiments, but probably not more, be-
cause it would be uneconomical. Thousands of used copies produced very
few of the varieties, retouches or flaws found on the no control or some
of the early C/23 sheets.

The experimental cylinders had so many defects that they certainly
have been discarded from the cylinders accepted for the actual printing.

We here in Egypt came to different results as for the number of
different controls (ten according to Dr. Byam), recognised for the 5 mil
C/23. In a small booklet published in 1941 Gabriel Boulad writes that
the different controls for the 5 mil. C/23 are 19 ; for the B/24, 8 ; for
the B/25, 16.

To conciliate all the opinions we have fo resort to the evidence of
what Egyptian Philatelists have in hand, here and abroad. I am at
the disposal of any serious student on the matter. The recording of the
retouches and flaws will certainly help to settle the study.

The matter — an academic discussion — is not s¢ important, but
it has its influence on : (a) how many multipositive of 100 were used
and (b) the different positions of retouches and flaws originating from
these multipositives or from the working cylinders.

S O ==

Harrison & Sons printed also the 1923/26 First Portrait Issue in
booklets by this new process, Collogravure (this is their trade-name for
photogravure). It is known that a 5 mil. booklet containing four panes
of six stamps 5 mil. each, 120 milliemes and a composite booklet contain-
ing two panes of six stamps of the 5 mil. ; one pane of the 10 mil. and
a pane of six of the 15 mil. were issued. The dates when these booklets
were put on sale in Egypt seem to have no record.
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Mr. J. Revell wrote to Harrison who replied that they were un-
able to give any information regarding : date of issue, quantities printed
and make up of the printing sheets.

We know that the first previous booklet delivered by these prin-
ters to the Egyptian G.P.O., issued on 12th June 1921, was of the 5 mil,.
lake No. 4. Information given by letter from E.C. Ehrmann to Mr. J.
Revell (August 1964) quotes that the Egyptian booklets printed by
Harrison followed the British style formation as the contemporary book-
lets of Great. Britain.

« The lay out of the sheet from which these British
booklets pages were cut was 12 stamps wide with
gutter margin of half stamp widzh in the centre
to provide selvedges and the stainps are in group
of three téte-béche. Vertically, the sheet measur-
es 20 rows and from these 12 X 20 stamps, forty
booklet panes would be cut. The arrangement has
not been altered during the Egyptian period, but
there will be some difference in the marginal
printing. »

All the panes of six seen by Mr. Revell, lake No. 4, pink No. 5 or
pink No. 6 (crown overprint) or Fuad No. 7 bear normal watermarks.
Although he has in his collection three used single stamps No. 5 book-
lets, without doubt coming from booklets owing to the clipped perfs., one
with normal watermark and two with inverted watermarks, yet he
states that this would bear out that they were printed téte-béche.

I have, as pink 5 mil. stamps originating from booklets, a complete
mint pane of six, two used blocs of four, a used horizontal strip of three
top pane, a used horizontal pair bottom edge, four used stamps bottom
right edge and three used stamps top right edge. All these stamps are
with normal watermarks and from panes of left binding. Besides I have
thirteen used stamps, of which ten are from top and three from bot-
tom panes, also only two singles top pane with inverted watermarks.
That makes 39 stamps normal watermarks against two only inverted.

The First Portrait issue booklet No. 7 & No. 8 are scarce and it
seems that nearly nothing of them has been collected in Egypt. The
Koubbeh Palace Sale don't specify any lot including iny of these book-
lets. Mr. Revell has seen an unused pane of six 5 mil. and he has in his
collection 3 pairs and a strip of three all used and all with ormal water-
marks.

In my collection I have, as stamp booklet No. 7, a complete mint pane
of six ; a complete mint 120 mil. booklet containing four panes of six
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stamps. All these stamps are with normal watermarks, left binding.
Besides, I have 159 used stamps originating from booklets which include
a horizontal bottom pair. All these stamps are with normal watermarks.

Fortunately Dr. Byam sale included twelve booklets in two lots :

Lot No. 738. A selection of booklets (6) with four p:nes of 6 stamps
of 5 mil. (2) two panes of six stamps c¢f 5 mil., a pane
of 10 mil. and a pane of 15 mil.. the last two exploded
and incomplete with three panes of six stamps of 5 mil
one of the last booklets with inverted watermark (132
stamps).

Lot No. 739. Four 120 mil. booklets with pink covers containing four
panes of six stamps 5 mil. dark red brown with the va-
rious flaws annotated on the back of the booklet (96
stamps).

All these twelve booklets were with normal watermarks except one
incomplete booklet of 5 mil. with inverted watermarks. No indication
on the direction of the binding, left or right.

If the great lines of the lay out indicated by Mr. E. C. Ehrmann
were followed, the half of the booklets Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 printed would
have inverted watermarks.

This has not been the case of the known booklet stamps which have
been described above, except of the incomplete 5 mil. booklet No. 7 ex
Dr. Byam lot No. 738.

Lately I read a very interesting article by Mr. Tony Wisemann
in “The Stamp Lover” of March/April 1970. A detailed description of
the lay out of the printing sheet intended for booklets (Great Britain)
attracted my attention and I find it useful to quote its description
here :

« Because the panes must be bound on the left, the
ordinary sheet of stamps presents problems be-
cause only the left hand margin can be used for
this purpose. In order to make use of the full
width of the special paper of which stamps are
printed therefore it is necessary to make suitable
plates. Any of the standard works of reference
describe one method of laying out stamp on each
vow, first a binding margin then three stamps
printed the right way up, then immediately ad-
jacent three stamps printed upside down. This
means that the third and fourth stamp of the row
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are what is known as “téte-béche” to each other
i.e. one is upside down in relation to the other ».

« After the first six stamps of the row is a gutter
margin sufficient to take two booklets bindings,
this is followed by further six stamps, the first
three of which are the right way up and the
second three of which are again upside down. On
the right side there is a further booklet binding
margin. There are therefore on any row exactly
six stamps the right way up and six stamps up-
side down. The stamps which are upside down
when looked at the right way up have inverted
watermarks ». (D

The layout described above certainly means that exactly half the
booklets printed from these plates have the watermark upside down and
half have it the right way up. (®

From a quantity of 8,000 used stamps 5 mil. Fouad 1923/26, I sorted
out 159 stamps, originating without doubt from booklets owing to the
clipped perforations. All were with normal watermark, except four only
with inverted watermark.

The result was a surprise for me. I remembered the same fact for
the 1920/22 issue : from a lot of 2,600 used 5 mil. pink, I sorted out only
nine stamps with inverted watermarks, two of them from booklets.

I suspected that the make up of the plates to print the stamps for
booklets could perhaps have been different from what has been so far
indicated.

I looked again carefully to the 159 booklet stamps Fouad 1923 and
I was astonished to find that the same varieties of the normal sheet
C/23 and the no control sheet were reproduced on some of these stamps.
I give a photograph of twelve stamps, six of them from booklets and
above them the same six varieties from normal sheets. (Photo No. 4).

The booklet stamps originate without doubt from the same multi-
positive as used for the normal sheets, because these varieties appear

(11) 'Stamp Booklets — Great Britain — « A make up mystery » by Tony Wiseman
B.A. in « The Stamp Lover » March/April 1970.

(12) The main reason for the binding at left cnd the make up téte-béche disposition
are imperative to make up the individual watermarks of that period centered in every
stamp to be on the paper available (For Great Britain® Edward VII). For the Egypticn
multiple crescent & star watermark this is irrlevant.
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PHOTO No. 4

5 m/m First portrait issue 1925/26 - Bocklets Varieties :

No. 1:

No. 2 :

No. 5 :

Inclined colored dash right to left on the white edge of the right
label containing |l i+ nearly at its lower end G. 6. I have
this variety on two vertical strips of three and one of them with
upper margin. The variety is on the third row of a sheet.

Protruding color under the first arabic letter of i... ™ the
white edge of the right label contawining Sl Fucat B. 7. I have
this variety in « block of 3 X 3 and in o vertical block of ten
2 X 5 : variety imperf. intermark IX with bottom margin. The
variety is in the 9th row of a sheet.

Colored dash 2 m/m long on top right bud. G. 4. I have this
variety on two vertical strips of three.

This is the famous wvariety Dr. Byam described in his article
quoting that it is the only attempt to retouch the arabic writing
he has seen. The middle part of the arabic word barid At 5
wm the left hand label, under which there are two dots, has been
roughly reshaped by three ill placed lines. This Byam’s variety
exists in « used block of eight. Some years before, he had also
seen a single stamp with this variety C/D. 1.

Additional white dash on the 'la,st arabic letter of 4, D. 1.

I have this variety on the top stomp of a vertical strip of three,
and also in a block of four from a used booklet pane. The variety
exists on the second row of the pane, with normal watermarik,
and left opening.

This is the famous variety described by Douglas Mac Neille and
Dr. Byam « Tuft of hairs in the ear ». This is stamp, No. 35,
exists on two different control C/23 and on o sheet of no control.
D. 4. I have this variety on an upper verticol block of ten 2 X 5
with margin attached, imperforate, watermaork I1X. The uuzeiJ,
No. 35, is found in the fourth row.
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in blocs or vertical strips which indicate without doubt that they are
from post office sheets and not from booklets.

How can booklets be cut from normal post office sheets which do
not provide enough selvedge for binding ? If special cylinders have been
used, with the necessary selvedge for the booklets from a carbon tissue
from a multipositive intended for normal post office sheet, how could
the carbon tissue be used to prepare a cylinder ?

In the article on “Egyptian booklets printed in Great Britain” the
authors Jean Boulad and John Revell suggest that the make up of the
plate for booklets was on the basis of téte-béche disposition, so that all
the booklets can have left binding notwithstanding that there will be
stamps with inverted watermarks.

How can an available multipositive be used to fulfil such condi-
tions ?

The easy way, in my opinion, is to build up a new special multipo-
sitive for the booklets, but certainly, then, the same flaws of the pre-
vious multipositive will not be repeated.

Besides, in my opinion, the téte-béche disposition is not imperative
for that issue as the new watermark adopted during the Harrison con-
tract : the small watermark type VII “The multiple treble crescent and
star” allows shifting in all directions, for every stamp to bear the water-
mark or parts of same.

In 1945 looking through the files of the G.P.O., Cairo I came across
a letter and its answer relative to proofs of the London crown overprint
1923. 1 took an exact copy of these two documents and I remained 27
yvears hesitating to publish them fearing that I failed copying them
correctly.
In this letter, dated 12/1/1923, a Director of Harrison & Sons Ltd.
informs :
« In accordance with your instructions of the 27 Nov.
1922 we beg to submit proofs consisting of :
One sheet of 5 mil.
Two sheets of 1 mil. all 240 set
Two sheets of 15 mil.
showing the overprint: from the plates which we
have prepared for the smaller size.

« As the color of the one and fifteen milliemes ren-
ders the overprint rather indistinct in black, we
are submitting alternative proofs surcharged in
red for these values.
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« We will arrange to proceed with the overprinting
immediately we receive your instructions. »

In reply the Postmaster General, Cairo, answered on the 6/2/1923.

« Gentlemen,

« With reference to your letter BGH/BK of January
12/23 1 have to inform you that the printing of
the surcharge is considered to be satisfactory.

« It is suggested however that the printing should
be slightly heavier especially over the darker
coloured stamps.

« Surcharge should be printed exclusively in block
and not in red.

These documents remained to me a puzzle from that time, till lately
when I was thinking about the plate make up for the EGYPTIAN
BOOKLETS for that period.

I was puzzled by the 240 units in a sheet of the 5 mil. stamp know-
ing that Harrison printed the ordinary stamps in a post office sheet
composed of two panes of 100 (10 X 10) one on top of the other.

Now that the 1920/22 booklets issue is suggested to have come
from a printing plate of 240 units, the matter makes sense, this explains
why the stamps with the black London crown overprint formed a sheet
of 240 units for a 5 mil. sheet. It was a stand-by plate then used for print-
ing stamp booklets.

In typography printing, it is easy to arrange stereos to provide
honest selvedges for a special post office sheet from which it could be
obtained 40 booklets panes of six stamps each, watermarked the same
direction or disposed in a such way to be téte-béche. Also the selvedges
(pillars) can be disposed in several manners allowing binding at left for
all the booklets, giving half the quantity inverted watermarks or not,
disposing the stamps the head of the sphinx right way up or not, all
these dispositions according the disponibility of the paper size at hand,
or paper size can be provided for. The watermark entering for every
stamp has been secured with the multiple “treble crescent and star”
watermark.

A plate of 240 units for the 5 mil. being in hands in January 1923,
Harrison used it, and the order was fulfilled for the hooklets, and he
had to pull a sheet overprinted in black as a proof for his crown over-
print.

If the sheet had a téte-béche make up, this sheet or part of it
would had survived as have survived till today the red overprints of the
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1 and 15 mil.,, the people manipulating the stamps.in that period in the
G.P.O. were high experts.

This for the 5 mil. sheet. But for the two sheets of the 1 & 15 mil.
I suppose that Harrison sent two truncated sheets of 120 for each of
these values (to complete the 240 set), one sheet overprinted in black
and the other of same size and formation overprinted in red. The plates
for the overprint were arranged to suit the size of the so truncated
sheets.

~Those truncated sheets of 120 each must have been a complete up-
per pane (control attached) and 20 stamps (2 rows of 10) from the lower
pane with the gutter between the panes untouched.

Dr. Byam had in his collection (lot No. 682 of his catalogue sale)
the control block of four of the 1 mil. and the same block for the 15 mil.
B/25 overprinted in red. Mme Wissa showed at the FIRST CAIRO EX-
HIBITION 1946 the left bottom block of four with the variety of no
dots on stamp No. 100 and the broken frame variety on stamp No. 90
overprinted in red for the 1 mil.

~ We don’t know anything about any other control blocks of four,
or left bottom corner blocks top pane overprinted in red.

_ The remaining stamps overprinted in red are spread in the whole
world amongst Egypt specialists. From the early times it had been
known that only one pane of each value (1 & 15 mil.) was overprinted
in red. But nobody had came across or knew about the existence of a
5 mil. téte-béche crown overprint in black. The 5 mil. sheet of 240 was
overprinted in black and if it had a téte-béche it would have certainly
been retained by the very cleaver people who scattered the red over-
prints. The black overprint of 1, 5 and 15 mil. were very common when
the issue was on sale and they did not attract attention.

Certainly Harrison arranged his ex-booklet plate of 240 units of
the 5 mil. to receive the crown overprint in a normal way. How thrill-
ing it would have been if that sheet was kept and reached the phila-
telists.

I have in these lines put forward this “make up Mystery” and I
hope that an explanation will give good satisfaction to that query : how
the make up of the plates for the Harrison booklets Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8
have been prepared and specially that for the Nos. 7 & 8 booklets (First
Portrait Issue), which added the building of the ad-hoc mult1pos1t1ve
difficulty.

Dr. Peter Smith in an interesting article published in L’0O.P. No.
125 of April 1972 wrote on ‘“Double Impressions” on the Second Portrait
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Issue 1925/34 and subsequent stamps — printed by the photogravure
process in Egypt.

He noticed these varieties far back as the late 1950’s and he cor-
responded with other philatelists including Mehanny Eid and Dr. Byam.
No one had noticed these varieties before and no good explanation was
forcoming. ‘But in August 1959 he received a letter from Dr. Byam
quoting about the 3 mil. photogravure double impression, that at “The
Philatelic Congress at Torquay he had the opportunity to ask about
these “doubles” at the end of a talk given by the head of the printing
works at Harrison’s. The explanation of that expert is : they are apt
to arise if the roller printing has to be stopped for any reason — e.g.
some defect in the machine. The paper may then run backwards for a
short distance so that when the machine is restarted a portion of the
paper may run through a second time — normally in perfect register —
but not always so.

Prof. Dr. Smith comments :

« The explanation is convincing for it explains why
the second impression is always very pale — the
plate had not been inked a second time. The plates
for the type of printing are of course, cylinders,
which rotate as the paper passes through, only
a strip being in contact with the cylinder at any
given moment. It is also clear from the above ex-
planation why the second impression is displaced
in one direction only ; it is the direction of travel
of the paper through the press, along which very
slight slippage can occur during the roll-back
when the machine is stopped in the middle of a
printing operation ».

He gives then the illustration of a 100 mil. used together with a
normal for comparison. The effect is particularly evident in the arabic
inscription at right, in the arabic numerals and in the oval of ornaments
surrounding the portrait. Whereas the ornaments are normally hollow
and show fine details, on the double impression they are blurred and
the hollow spaces are normally filled up.

He pointed also that he should make it clear that although the ex-
planation came from Harrison who printed the First Portrait Issue, he
has never seen an example of the effect on that issue, he knew of them
only on the Second Fuad Portrait and the “Boy King” issue. The values
he had seen are Second Fuad : 15 mil., 20 mil. blue large format, 50 mil.
pale center, 100 mil. pale center, Boy King 3 mil.
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I take the present opportunity to publish what we know, here in
Egypt on this subject. Although I understand the great lines given,
which are convincing, I must add that these happenings are congenital
to the photogravure process itself.

A long time ago, I gathered some stamps of the First Portrait Issue
giving the appearance of double impressions and I give some enlarge-
ments of few of them. I may add that the doubling on the 1, 2, 3, 5, 10,
15, and 20 mil. is stiiking. The effect is more visible on the 1, 3, 5, and
15 mil. It is to be noticed that the effect of the doubling is visible on
a block of four of the 15 mil. on the lower pair only.

Douglas Mac Neille in his participation to the “First Philatelic Ex-
hibition, Cairo 1946 showed :

« 1923 — 2 milliemes — Mint sheet of 100 without
control. The shading to the left on the base of
the figure “2” is so strong that the outline ap-
pears duplicated on stamp 92. » (9

We noticed as far as 1945 the doubling effect, but we had no idea
of any kind of explanation.

On photo No. 5 the effect on the oval is certainly not due to double
impression. The oval is very thick on its N.E. part and, I believe, is due
to a clever retouch. There are evidence of rejointing. Under the photo
I wrote an explanation trying to explain how that defect happened.

Photo No. 6 gives reproduction of six stamps 5 mil., the left side
of the stamp showing evidence of double impressions. The left label
containing the words in arabic EGYPT POSTAGE : the white space
composing the arabic letters being narrower, and the border of the outer
frame doubled strongly.

Photo No. 7 gives the same variety on two stamps on the right.
To be noticed that this variety of the doubling on the RIGHT are scar-
cer than same on the left. The two left stamps show a curious variety
of doubling of the left outer frame of the stamps. This doubled line
of the outer frame is very scarce, only four stamps have been picked
out from 8,000 used which I examined. I must add that each one of these
four stamps is different from the other.

Photo No. 8 shows the double impression on the left side of the

two stamps, but here I succeeded to find the same variety on two dif-
ferent stamps. These units show the same defects, so it is evident that

(13) Catalogue of «lére Exposition Philatélique du Caire, 28 Février 1M6 », page
26, Participation of Douglas Mac Neille. 2 Frames 205 - 215.



Photo No. 5 :

On examining the stamp we notice that the coloured oval containing the portrait
is considerably thick beginning under the snake like ornament and ending at the white
space end of the tie. The space between the right lotus stem and the white line ot the
right has disappeared. The remaining of that oval is thicker than normal.

How this defect had been produced? It cannot be a result of a faulty application
of the carbon tissue on the multipositive glass. We know that special attention is taken
to provide close contact between the carbon tissue and the thick glass of the multipo-
sitive, even a special device is used. “vacuum printing down frame”, allowing to the
air to be drawn between them to secure close contact.

If we examine the oval under the left snake we can see like a rejointing the thick
part of the oval to the remaining line which is relatively thinner. Also under the white
space end of the tie we see the same fact. Are we in front of a clever retouch? by
hand or by a mechanic device ?

A few copies have been found similar to that stamp, but not the same, and the
thickness of the oval varying in position all round the oval.



Photo No. 6 :

The stamps in this illustration show on the left side of the outer frame a squash
causing an enlarging of the white frame surrounding the whole design. Also the leit

label containing the words Gfgll .LﬂJJI (EGYPT POSTAGE) seems to have a doubled

impression (the white space composing the arabic letters being narrower). These
varieties are scarce and represent a kind of double impression.
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Photo No. 7 :

The two stamps on the right side of this illustration show the same squash and
like « visible doubling of the white space composing the arabic letters ;,L,:L, i
(Five milliemes), but on the right, these variations are scarcer than the stamp shewing
the same variety on the left, (only two, see photo No. 6).

The two stamps on the left side of this illustration show o fine line doubling the
left side of the outer frame only in face of the label containing. ‘Sfa.ll Aij«.ll
(EGYPT POSTAGE).

How this line has been produced? It is not the result of a damage to the doctor
blade. Only four different stamps showing the line, always on the left, have been found
amongst 8000 used copies examined.

8461 199010
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Photo No. 8 :

These two stamps (5 m/m 1923) show on the left side of the frame, like a double

impression and the arabic text . .-il 4 !l is «also double (the white part is nar-
rower than normal). The puzzling is that these two stamps are from the same unit of
a printing surface. They show the same defects which identify one stamp with the other.

How a printing surface can have a double etching for a part of it? Or if this is
a “part double impression”, how can we have the same impression? If we suppose
cockling of the paper: in case of stoppage of the printing machine, can the doubling
occur on the same plclxce of a sheet?



Photo No. 9 :

The 3 mms stamp shows the latin numeral narrower than normal. Beside the cnlor
splash on the white part of it. The left edge of the outer frame is squashed to the left,
direction of the cylinder nouement. Stamps No. 2 & 3 show the double impression on
the two arabic labels, left & right, also on the latin numerals 15, All these are nar-
rower than normal. Stamp No. 2 shows the doubling toward the left: and stamp No. 3
on the right. Stamp No. 4 shows the same effect as stamps No. 2 & 3, besides it shows

a doubling of the oval from the right and left sides, the blue color filling the left and
right sides of the white oval itself.

dNOITALYTIHd LNJHO,T ELBT 199010
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Photo No. 10 :

Real exemple of a double impression on all the surface of that 5 mms stamp, from
top to bottom. The upper border is doubled, also the snake like ornament. The face and
the eyes of the portrait, the white collar round the neck are evidently doukle. The
two numerals, the latin and the arabic are strongly shaded from top to bottom by the
red brown color, and finally the color run out the bottom outer frame.

A RARE STAMP IN 8.000 USED COPIES
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their origin is from the same unit of a printing surface. How a double
impression can happen on the same place ? Here we need more explana-
tions, unfortunately I am unable to advance any.

Photo No. 9 gives a double impression on three mil. ; it will be
noticed that the latin numeral, three, is narrower than normal. Then we
have three stamps of the 15 mil. : the latin numerais and the whole
arabic inscription on the left and the arabic numerals and the whole
arabic inscription on the right of the stamp are narrower. To be noticed
on one of the stamps the doubling is in the right direction and on the
other stamp on the contrary, it is in the left direction. I suppose that
these effects are due to the direction of rotation of the cylinder. The last
15 mil. shows also a doubling of the oval from the right and left side and
the blue color fills the left and right side of the white oval itself. The
white space containing the arabic label at left and right of the stamps
are narrower than normal, and the effect in blue color is more visible
and striking than the reproduction in the black and white photograph.

Photo No. 10 gives a real double impression on all the surface of
the stamp (5 mil.) from top to bottom. The upper border is doubled, also
the snake ornament like. The face and the eyes of the portrait, the
white collar round the neck are evidently doubles. The two numerals,
the latin and the arabic, are strongly shaded from top to bottom by the
red brown color, and finally the color runs out of the bottom frame.

This is a striking variety, I found another copy less pronounced
probably from the same sheet, but a doubling similar to photo No. 10
must be very rare. -

END

T do not pretend to be an expert in photogravure. T gave here simply
some examples of what I have gathered over the years, asking my col-
leagues to help with their opinion, and I repeat that it is time — the
stamps are still easily available — for a team of reseachers to try to
find how all the retouches, flaws, and double impressions were caused
as well as to settle the make up of the First Portrait Booklets Issue.
I am at the disposal of any volunteer willing to collaborzte.
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THE MAIL OF THE SAILORS
OF THE FRENCH SHIPS
DETAINED IN ALEXANDRIA
IN 1940 — 1943

by
Dr., A. Winter

At the beginning of the Second

World War, the conditions of the
armistice asked by France came
into force on 25 June 1940. At
that time, a French fleet was an-
chored in the port of Alexandria ;
it was the squadron of the Eas-
tern Mediterranean, called more
briefly “X Force”. This fleet was
then detained in the port by the
English until June 1943.

It included the following ships :
the battleship “Lorraine” ; the
cruisers ‘“Duquesne (flagship),
“Tourville”, “Suffren”, “Duguay-
Trouin” ; the small destroyers
“Basque”, “Forbin”, “Fortuné” ;
the net-layer “Gladiateur”. This
one managed to leave Alexandria
and rejoined Beirut on 25 June
1940. The day after, a submarine,
the “Protée”, joined the other
ships on station at Alexandria.

The battleship “Provence” was
not with the fleet which was stop-
ped in Egypt contrary to what Mr.
Gabriel Boulad supposed in I'Orient
Philatélique of January 1952 p.
324. As a matter of fact, the “Pro-
vence” participated in the scuitl-
ing of the French fleet in Toulon
on 27 November 1942.

QOctober 1973

LE COURRIER DES MARINS
DES BATIMENTS
FRANCAIS RETENUS
A ALEXANDRIE
EN 1940 — 1943

Par
Dr. A. Winter

Au début de la seconde guerre
mondiale, les conditions de 'armis-
tice demandé par la France entre-
rent en vigueur le 25 Juin 1940.

A cette époque une flotte fran-
caise se trouvait ancrée dans le port
d’Alexandrie ; c'était l'escadre de
la Méditerranée orientale, appelée
plus brievement « Force X ». Cette
flotte fut alors retenue au port
par les Anglais jusqu’en juin 1943.

Elle comprenait les batiments
suivants : cuirassé « Lorraine » ;
croiseurs « Duquesne » (navire-a-
miral) « Tourville », « Suffren »,
« Duguay-Trouin » ; torpilleurs le
« Basque », le « Forbin », le « For-
tuné », mouilleur de filets anti-
sous-marins  « Gladiateur ». Ce
dernier put quitter Alexandrie et
rejoindre Beyrouth le 25 juin 1940.
Le lendemain, un sous-marin le
« Protée » venait se joindre aux
autres batiments stationnés a
Alexandrie.

Le cuirassé « Provence» ne
faisait pas partie de la flotte blo-
quée en Egypte contrairement 2
ce que supposait Gabriel BOULAD
dans 1’'Orient Philatélique de jon-
vier 1952 p. 324. En effet le «Pro-
vence » participa au sabordage de
la flotte francaise a Toulon le 27
novembre 1942.
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The naval postal agencies of the
X Force :

These agencies were installed
on board ships which had a crew
of a least 500 men, according to
the rule of all the French fleet.

The naval postal agency had
the same of the ship on board
which it was settled. For the
“X Force” only five ships were
important enough to possess an
agency ; they were the battleship
“Lorraine”, the cruisers ‘“Du-
quesne”, “Tourville”, “Duguay-
Trouin” and “Suffren”. The agen-
cy was managed by a sworn post-
man, who had been a probationer
in a civil post-office.

The datestamps used

They are quite distinctive : of
an hexagonal shape with periphery
made of discontinued lines. The
distance between two parallel sides
is 26 mm. On the upper part we
find the name of the ship includ-
ing, in some cases, an hyphen and
on the lower part a small ancher,
of a variable shape.

The indication of the hour of
the collection of the civil markings
is replaced here by a star.

These markings are, as a rule,
struck in black ink.

The letters coming from ships,
the crews of which were under
500 men, were cancelled by the
agency of a more important ship.
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Les agences postales navales de Ia
Force X

Ces agences étaient installées
a bord des batiments qui compor-
taient au moins 500 hommes d’é-
quipage, selon la régle de toutes
les unités navales francaises.

IL’agence postale navale portait
le nom du batiment & bord duquel
elle était installée. Pour la « Force
X », seuls cinqg navires étaient as-
sez importants pour posséder une
agence ; c¢’étaient le cuirassé «Lor-
raine », les croiseurs « Duquesne »
« Tourville », « Duguay-Trouin » et
« Suffren ».

L’agence était gérée par un
vaguemestre assermenté, ayant
fait un stage dans un bureau de
poste civil.

Les cachets utilisés

Ils sont assez caractéristiques :
de forme hexagonale & pourtour
faits de traits discontinus. La dis-
tance entre deux coOtés paralleles
est de 26 mm. A la partie supé-
rieure on trouve le nom du navire
comprenant dans certains cas un
trait d’'union et & la partie infé-
rieure une petite ancre, de forme
variable.

L’indication d’heure de levée
des cachets civils est remplacée ici
par une étoile .

Ces cachets sont en principe
frappés a l’encre noire.

Les lettres provenant des ba-
timents dont I'équipage était in-
férieur a4 500 hommes étaient ob-
litérées par l'agence dune unité
plus importante.
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See illustration of these mark-
ings on covers No. 1 to 5.

Conveyance of the mail :

A general convention signed on
7 July 1940 between the French
vice-admiral being in command of
the “X Force” and the British ad-
miral commander-in-chief in the
Mediterranean included the free-
dom for the French sailors to go
ashore and correspond by letter,
without prejudice of the censor-
ship rules.

1. Mail from Egypt to France

The transmission of the mail
towards France was effected zc-
cording to different routes and
with varying degrees of success.
At the beginning (July — August
1940), the sailors entrusted their
letters to small boats sailing to
and fro between Alexandria and
Beirut where the letters were gent,
or directly to the Egyptian post-
office, the letters bearing then
only the Egyptian stamps with
civil cancellation and Egyptian and
English censorship markings. It
is also at that time that the
French steamers “Providence”
(see the reproduction of its mark-
ing in 10.P. No. 77 p. 323) and
“Athos II” left Alexandria, send-
ing the reservist personnel of the
“X Fleet” home to France ; these
ships perhaps took away some
mail.

But the usual conveyance was
done by road, between Alexandria
and Beirut, then by rail through
Turkey, the Balkans, and Austra.
These letters bear then, several
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Voir Iillustration de ces cachets
lettres No. 1 a 5.

I’acheminement du courrier

Une convention générale si-
gnée le 7 juillet 1940 entre le vice-
amiral francais, commandant la
Force X et l'amiral commandant
en chef britannique en Méditer-
ranée incluait la liberté pour les
marins francais de descendre a
terre et de correspondre par lettre,
sous réserve des reglements de la
censure.

1. Courrier d’Egypte en France

La transmission du courrier
vers la France se fit selon des
routes variables et avec des for-
tunes diverses. Au début (juillet-
aolt 1940) les marins confiérent
leurs lettres soit & de petits ba-
teaux faisant la navette entre
Alexandrie et Beyrouth ou les
plis étaient postés, soit directe-
ment & la poste égyptienne, les
lettres portant alors des timbres-
poste égyptiens avec affranchis-
sement civil et marques de cen-
sure égyptienne et anglaise. C’est
également & cette époque que les
paquebots francais « Providence »
(voir Ulillustration de son ca-
chet dans I'0.P. No. 77 p. 323) et
« Athos II » quittérent Alexan-
drie, rapatriant en France le per-
sonnel réserviste de la Flotte X ;
ces navires emporterent peut-
étre du courrier.

Mais Jacheminement habituel
se faisait par voie de terre entre
Alexandrie et Beyrouth puis par
voie ferrée a travers la Turquie,
les Balkans et 1’Autriche. Ces let-
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Egyptian, English, French and
German censorship markings. The
journey was long and the sailers
often received an answer only
three months after the despatch
of their letters.

These delays were increased
again when military operations
made the usual ways unfit. The
letters were then sent through the
Cape of Good Hope, Great-Britain,
Portugal and Spain ; they bear in
that case the South-African cen-
sorship markings ; the cycle —
letter and answer — lasted at least
six months.

Sometimes, the armistice com-
missions authorized the direct
transport of letters between Beirut
and Marseilles by sea or air. In
these cases, BEgyptian markings
and censorship bands are only
found on the letters, it seems.
These letters, which are illustrated
here, (No. 1 to 5), all travelled
post-free  (manuscript ~F.M.—
franchige militaire — sometimes)
except one franked at 1.50 F. In
four cases out of five, the letters
bear the Egyptian censorship
marking type IV according to the
classification established by Ga-
briel BOULAD (see I’0.P. No. 119).
It is curious to see that the in-
ternal numbers of these markings
are all in the seventies (72, 75,
76) which is precisely the most
uncommon. One of them is struck
in red (“Tourville” cover).

At the end of 1941, beginning
of 1942, a clear improvement oc-
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tres portaient alors de nombreux
cachets de censure égyptiens, an-
glais, francais, allemands. Le vo-
yage était long, et souvent les ma-
rins ne recevaient une réponse que
trois mois aprés le départ de leur
lettre. '

Ce délai fut encore augmenté
lorsque les opérations militaires
rendirent impraticables les voies
habituelles. Les lettres furent a-
lors acheminées par le Cap de Bon-
ne Espérance, la Grande-Bretagne,
le Portugal et I'Espagne ; elles
portent dans ce cas des marques
de censure sud-africaine ; le cycle,
lettre et réponse, durait au moins
six mois.

Parfois les commissions d’ar-
mistice autorisaient le transport
direct de lettres entre Beyrouth
et Marseille par voie maritime ou
aérienne. Dans ces cas on ne trouve
que des marques et bandes de cen-
sure égyptiennes sur les lettres,
semble-t-il. C’est ainsi que se pré-
sentent les pieces illustrées ici (No.
1 a 5), toutes ont voyagé en fran-
chise (F.M. manuscrit parfois),
sauf une affranchie & 1.50 F. et
portent 4 fois sur 5 le cachet de
la censure égyptienne du type IV
selon la classification établie par
Gabriel BOULAD (voir I’0O.P. No.
119). Il est curieux de constater
que les numéros intérieurs de ces
cachets sont tous de la 7eme di-
zaine (72, 75, 76) qui est précisé-
ment la plus rare: I’un d’eux est
frappé a l'encre rouge (pli du
« Tourville »).

Fin 1941, début 1942, une nette
amélioration fut apportée au trans-
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curred in the transmission of the
mail by using the English air-line
to London, with deposit of the
mail when passing through Lis-
bon, into the hands of the Minis-
ter of Great Britain, then of the
French representative who sent
the letters to France by pouch.
When they arrived at the French
Admiralty in Vichy, they receiv-
ed on the verso a hand stamp on
five lines with a number compris-
ing of six figures. There are sev-
eral kinds of them. The text
is : “Pour. parvenir par méme
voie/votre réponse doit peser
moins de 5 gr. et reproduire/
avant l'adresse le numéro de/6
chiffres qui 'accompagne” (which
reads : to be transmitted by the
same way/ your answer must
weigh less than 5 g and indicate/
before the address the number/
of 6 figures which go with it).

2. Mail addressed to Egypt

The letters coming from France
were addressed as follows : name
of the addressee, name of the ship
and the endorsement : ‘Marine
Beyrouth — Marseille Gare Etran-
ger” or only this last indication —
(see illustration No. 6 and 7).

They travelled post-free, some-
times justified by a manuscript
F.M. or by a marking ‘“Marine Na-
tionale — (anchor) — S.L.O.M.
Marseille (illustration No. 7) or

by the wusual stamp: “Marine
Nationale — (anchor) — Service
a la mer’”.

On arrival, the letters bore the
different censorship markings al-
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port du courrier par utilisation du
service aérien anglais vers Lon-
dres avec dépot de courrier au pas-
sage & Lisbonne, entre les mains
du Ministre de Grande-Bretagne
puis du représentant francais qui
dirigeait alors ces lettres sur la
France par la valise diplomatique.
Parvenues a lamirauté francaise
3 Vichy, elles recevaient au verso
une griffe sur cinq lignes accom-
pagnées d’un numéro de six chif-
fres. Il en existe plusieurs types.
Le texte en est :

— Pour parvenir par méme
voie/ votre réponse doit peser
moins de 5 gr. et reproduire/ avant
I'adresse le numéro de/ 6 chiffres
qui P'accompagne .

2. Courrier a destination de
Egypte

Les plis venant de France por-
taient comme adresse le nom du
destinataire, celui du navire et la
mention : « Marine Beyrouth —
Marseille Gare Etranger » ou seu-
lement cette derniére indication
(voir ill. No. 6 et 7).

Ils voyagaient en franchise,
parfois justifiée par un F.M. ma-
nuscrit ou par un cachet « Marine
Nationale — (ancre) — S.L.O.M.
Marseilles (ill. No. 7) ou bien par
I’habituel cachet « Marine Natio-
nale — (ancre) — Service a la
Mer ».

A Tlarrivée les plis portaient
les diverses marques de censure
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ready mentioned and sometimes a
special hand-stamp on two lines :
“Batiments francais stationnés/ a
ALEXANDRIE” (illustration No.
6).

The letters sent airmail from
France could also have a large
“FRENCH NAVY” cachet struck
in purple by the English post (illu-
stration No. 7). These two mark-
ings had already been mentioned
by G. BOULAD in I'O.P. No. 77
and No. 86.

Another hand-stamp is framed
and can be read on a letter sent
post-free from Turkey (Beyoglu-
Istanbul) on 18 September 1942 to
a sailor of the “Lorraine” : “SER-
VICES/ des belligérants internés”
(illustration No. 8).

Some of these letters, unfor-
tunately, never reached their des-
tination and were stopped in Beirut
(stamp: “Poste aux Armées” with
or without number 600 and often
civil date stamp (Beirut R.P.) then
returned to the sender ; a red ca-
chet on two lines was sometimes
put by the German post : “ZU-
RUCK/Retour”.

Transmission of the news through
wireless

Once a week a communication
was established by wireless be-
tween the cruiser “Duquesne” and
the French Navy in Toulon and
Vichy.

The sailors’ messages, neces-
sarily very short, were transmit-
ted by night in the form of a long
text. Upon receipt, they were co-
pied again onto post-cards and
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déja évoquées et parfois une
griffe spéciale sur deux lignes
« Batiments francais stationnés/
a Alexandrie » (ill. No. 6).

Les lettres adressées par avion
de France pouvaient aussi rece-
voir une grande griffe « FRENCH
NAVY » frappé en violet par la
poste anglaise — (ill. No. 7). Ces
deux griffes avaient déja été si-
gnalées par G. BOULAD dans
I'O.P. No. 77 et No. 86.

Une autre griffe, encadrée
celle-1a, se lit sur une lettre adres-
sée en franchise de Turquie (Beyo-
glu-Istanbul) le 18/9/1942 & un
marin du « Lorraine » : « SERVI-
CES des belligérants internés »
(ill. No. 8).

Certaines lettres hélas ne par-
vinrent jamais & leur destinataire
et furent bloquées & Beyrouth
(cachet « Poste aux Armées » avec
ou sans numéro 600 et souvent
cachet civil Beyrouth R.P.) puis
retournées a leur expéditeur ; une
griffe rouge sur deux lignes y
était parfois apposée par la poste
allemande : « ZURUCK/Retour ».

Transmission de nouvelles par voie
radiotélégraphique
Une fois par semaine s’établis-
sait une liaison radio entre le croi-
seur « Duquesne» et la Marine
francaise & Toulon et & Vichy.

Les messages des marins, né-
cessairement tres courts, étaiont
transmis la nuit sous la forme d4’un
long texte. A la réception, on les
recopiait sur des cartes postales
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transmitted to their destination.
This system was reciprocal. No
post-cards containing such messa-
ges have yet been found.

All illustrations from Dr. J.
Meriaux’s collection (France) ex-
cept No. 5, Dr. A. Winter’s col-
Jection.

Bibliography : Les Agences
postales et la poste navale de la
guerre 1939 -45 by M. Parlange
and H. Truc (published by “Le
Monde des Philatélistes”).
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transmises aux destinataires. Ce
systéme a fonctionné dans les
deux sens. On n’a pas retrouvé
jusqu’ici de cartes postales con-
tenant de tels messages.

— Toutes les illustrations pro-
viennent de la Collection du Dr. J.
MERTAUX (France) sauf le No.
5. Collection du Dr. A. WINTER.

— Bibliographie : Les « Agen-
ces postales navales et la Poste
Navale de la guerre 1939 - 45 » par
M. PARLANGE et H. TRUC. éd.
« Le Monde des Philatélistes ».

R.C.A. 36569

MICHEL NICOLAIZOS

Négociant en Timbres-Poste

22, Boulevard Saad Zaghloul — Alexandrie — Egypte

ACHAT — VENTE

S.E.P. 907

— ECHANGE
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COMMEMORATIVE STAMPS

THE UNITED NATIONS DAY 1972

Occasion : The United Nations’ Day
Date ofissue : 24th October 1972
Denomination : 1. 10 Mills : Saber 8.
& 2. 20 Mills : Sami R.
Designer 3. 30 Mills : Momtaz R.
4, 55 Mills : 1. El-Tahtawi
Design 1. Tuberculosis  Diseases
2. Heart Diseases
3. Refugees
4. Safequardin Philae's
Temple
Watermark : Multiple Eagle
Dimension 1. 40 X 40 mm.
2. 25 X 42 mm.
3. 50 X 30 mm.
4. 40 X 40 mm.
: 1. 35 stamps (5 X 7)
2. 50 stamps (10 X 5) : : : : \
3. 50 stamps (5 X 10) M Bosibeadosns BT
4. 35 stamps (5 X 7) eetibd {?;i’“} o
Perforation % 115 o - g
1. .
D

Sheet

Quantity 1000.000 stamps
1000.000 stamps
3. 400.000 stamps
4. 400.000 stamps
Printing : Rotogravure Postal Print-
ing House — A.R. Egypt.

The Arab Republic of Egypt usually celebrates United Nations’' Day every vear
by issuing a set of commemorative stamps concerning the main subjects related
io this International Organization, the stamps of this vyear include the following
subjects.

1. XIV Regional Tuberculosis for Near & Middle East :

The objective of the conference is to discuss of Tuberculosis Control in the
Countries of the Near and Middle East, and Interchange knowledge and experience
with the object of attaining the final goal of eradicating Tuberculosis from our
Region.

2. Heart Diseases :

The W. H. O. « World Health Organization » decided to make the subject of
Heart Diseases in the Day of International Health 1972 in order to concentrate the
attention of the people on the problems of Heart Diseases that threaten the life in
modern society.
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3. Refugees:

L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE

October 1973

To make the world remember their problem and their right to return back to
their mother land.

4. Safeguarding of Philae Monuments :

Including Philae monuments and the great temple <« Isis Temple » and that
surrounded by temples, monuments and Trajan Hut which lies in the Island of
Philae and it is a hall with fourteen columns overlooking the Nile directly. It is one

of the best nice monuments in the Island.

Occasion

Date of issue :
Denomination :
: Ibrahim El-Tahtawi
: The Rowing Boats on the °

Designer
Design

Watermark
Sheet
Dimension
Perforation
Quantity
Printing

: Luxor

LUXOR SPORTING FESTIVAL FOR ROWING

Sporting  Festival
for Rowing

17 December 1972

20 Mills

Nile beside Karnak Tem-
ples.

: Multiple Eagle
: 50 stamps (5 X 10)
1 42 X 25 mm.
: 115
: 1,500,000 stamps
: Rotogravure Postal Print-

ing House — A.R. Egypt.

The first and second festival for rowing in the Arab Republic of Egypt was set
at the end of December in 1970 and 1971 at Luxor and Maadi. The Egyption teams and
the teams of the Universities of Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard and Yale shared in it.

The third festival was held at the end of December 1972. The Egyptian teams and
our universities team took part in it with the teams of the Universities of England.
America, Italy and Russia.

QOccasion

Date of issue :
: The emblem of

Design

Denomination :
: 35 stamps (5 X 7)

Sheet

SOCIAL WORK DAY

: The social work day.

30th of November 1972.
social
work day.

20 Mills.

Dimension
Perforation
Watermark
Quantity
Printing

;40 X 40 mm.

3115

: Multiple Eagle

: 1.000.000 stamps.

: Rotogravure Postal

Print-
ing House — A.R. Egypt.

The social work day is celebrated annually on a national, territorial and local level
to emphasize its meanings. Those who have done great deeds in the field of social
service are dignified, also the local orgamizations that have done faithful efforts in the
field of public services.
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THE POST DAY 1973

(A collection of memorial postage stamps)

18 EGYPY Gl eassiyphel

r
.
#
¥
&
®
%
%
%
#

Design : The Minaret of Al-Mar- stamps without denomi-
dany. ‘ nation.
: The Minaret of Beshtack Date of issue : 2 January 1973
: The Minaret of Kusscun Dimension {08 Bl mm.
: The Minaret of Bavbars :
Al-Gashenkier. Quantity : 400.000 Sets.
Denomination : 4 se-tenant stamps of Performation 2115
10, 20, 30 and 55 Mills. Watermark  : Multiple Eagle
Sheet : 10 se-tenant sets of four Printing : Rotogravure Postal Print-
stamps each and ten ing House — A.R. Egypt.

1. The Minaret of Al-Mardany :
This Mosque was established by El-Tabangha Al-Mardany, one of the princes of
El-Naser Mohamed Ben Quala'un and his son-in-law

He started building the Mosque in 739 Hejira, 1338 A. D..
2. The Minaret of Beshtak Mosque :

This Mosaue was established by princes Beshtack El Nasiry: one of the princes of
El-Nasir Mohamed Ben Quala’'un. It was built in 737 Hejira — 1337 A. D.

3. The Minaret of Kussoun Mosque :
This Mosque was established by the Greai prince Seif El Din Kussoun Al Saky:

one of the princes of El Nasir Mohamed Ben Quala’un. It was built in 730 Hejira —-
1830w.A%. D.

4. The Minaret of Baybars Al-Gashenkier Mosque :
This Mosque was established by Baybars Al-Gashenkier (Gashenkier is the name’

and qualification of the chief supervisors on the prince’'s meals). It was built in 706
Hejira — 1308 A. D.
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SON ET LUMIERE - KARNAK TEMPLES AT LUXOR

Occasion : 'Son et Lumiére — Karnak Sheet 50 (10 X 5)
Temples at Luxor. Dimension : 30 X 50 mm.
gat(.e of issue : gl llthwzrliigg?l( . Perforation 5 liES
igner : Sa erim
Dz:gn : A column from the Karnak Watermark  : Multiple Eagle.
Temples at Luxor on Quantity : 250.000 Stamps.
which light is reflected. Printing : Rotogravure Postal Print-
Denomination : 110 Mills. ing House — A.R. Egypt.

With the beginning of year 1973. The Egyptian Organisation of Antiguities inaugu-
rated the new « Son et Lumiere » Project of the Karnak Temples at Luxor, built during
20 centuries and considered as one of the greatest and most cncient archeologic sites
of the world.

The project has been executed after the international success of the «Son of Lu-
miére » spectacle of the Pyramids and Sphinx.

CAIRO INTERNATIONAL FAIR

Occasion : Cairo International Fair Sheet 50 (5 X 10)
Date of issue : 21 March 1973 Dimensi‘on 142 X 25 mm.
Design : The globe, a cog and ear Perforation « ¢ 1.5 ;
ite Watermark : Eagle Multiple
' i ) Quantity : 1.000.000 ‘Stamps
Designer : Saber Ahmed Saida Printing : Rotogravure Postal Print-
Denomination : 20 Mills ing House — A.R. Egypt.

This Fair opened on 10th March 1973 to show the most recent achievements in the
field of production all over the world.

About 40 countries as well as some international firms took part in.

THE FAMILY PLANNING WEEK

Occasion : Family Planning. Sheet : 50 ‘Stamps (10 X 5)
Date of issue : 21 March 1978. Dimension © 80 X 50 mm.
Design : Symbc.>1 for the- family Peforation. = it

planning showing a

tisbend, o Wits fand Hers Watermark  : Multiple Eagle.

sons. Quantity : 1.000.000 Stamps.
Designer : M. Nabil El Hendawi Printing : Rotogravure Postal Print-
Denomination : 20 Mills. ing House — A.R. Egypt.

Birth control is considered as one of the bases for raising the family stemdard, and
saving the healthy and cultural care for its members.

This has its effect on society and for that reason, the nation pays attention to the
services of family planning.
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THE FIFTH INTERNATIONAL DAY OF TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Occasion

Date of issue
Design

Designer

Sheet
Dimension
Perforation
Watermark
Quantity
Printing

: The

: M. Nabil El Hendawi

Denomination :
: 50 stamps (5 X 10)
:30 X 50 mm.

: L5

: Multiple Eagle

: 500.000 Stamps

: Rotogravure

fifth
Day of Telecommunications

International

: 21 March 1973.
: Map of

the world ond
some equipment of tele-
communications

30 Mills (Air Mail)

Postal Print-
ing House — A.R. Egypt.

On the 17th of May, all nations celebrate the day of telecommunications because
this date coincide the date of establishing of the International Union of these communi-

cations.

This union works to help and arrange international co-operation in this field.

Occasion

Date of issue :

Design

Designer

Denomination :
250 (10 X §)

125 X 40 mm.

: 19.5

: Eagle Repeated

: 250.000 Stamps

: Rotogravure Postal Print-

Sheet
Dimention
Perforation
Watermark
Quantity
Printing

:'A red hand from which

: Mr.

ISRAELI AGGRESSION AGAINST THE LIBYAN
CIVILIAN AIRLINER

: The wicked attack on the

Libyan civil plane.
First of May, 1973

blood drops on the burnt k
Libyan civil plane as a

result of the Israeli Phan-

tom attack.

Salah El Din Abdel

Kareem.

110 Mills. Air Mail.

ing House — A.R. Egypt.

Every piece of evidence goes to indicate that the Israeli air force deliberately shot
down the Libyan passenger plane on February 21, 1973, over Egyptian territory in Sinai.
The result was the horrible, senseless death of more than 100 innocent civilians.

Thus, Israel adds one more incident to its record of crimes committed against civi-

lians and civilian targets.

Strongly moved the conscience of the world denounced

these repeated aggressions by Israel against humanity and asked that an end he put
to such actions.
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Occasion

Designer
Design

Denomination :

Sheet
Dimension
Perforation
Watermark
Quantity
Printing

Occasion
Designer

Design

Denomination :

Sheet
Dimension

Perforation
Watermark
Quantity
Printing

: Tbrohim El-Tahtawi
: Egyptian {lower vz

: 100 stamps (10 X 10)
:25 X 30 mm,

v 16

: Eagle Repeated

: Rotogravure Postal Print-

: 1. Al-Azhar Mosque & St.

: 50 stamps (5 X 10)
: 1. 42 X 24 mm.

: 11,5
: Eagle Repeated

L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE

FEAST POSTAGE STAMP

: Feast Postage Stamps
Date of issue :

November 1972

L e

10 Mills

ing House — A.R. Egypt.

AIR MAIL STAMPS

: Air Mail Stamps
Date of issue :

22 November 1972.

: Ibrahim El-Tahtawi

Loty El-Sawad.
George Church.

2. Giza Pyramids.
1. 30 mills, 2. 110 Mills

2. 42 X 24 mm, 3‘0»« Qam -‘

: Rotogravure Postal Print-

ing House — A.R. Egypt.

NEW ORDINARY POSTAGE STAMPS

October 1973

A new regular 20 m. stamp (BAB EL FETUH) in violet colour was released on 21

March 1973.

\aaaaaanhiaaslsd
POSTAGE

sANALAAASLALA

OFFICIAL POSTAGE STAMPS

leased on 15.4.1973.

2208008 ARRSAE

The 20m. Official Stamp issued on first July 1972, in black
and olive was reprinted in violet and brown and re-



October 1973

L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE

SV il as L 2m I dazill £1AL B Joedl ] Sad e o 31 ol ol 1

G & <S55 i, Sall oblies¥l sl K O Gy 8 dol el e 4,2 L 33l
T C.a'} J& J“”‘.’. L.)T} R:JL..J}”

(\'><\~)GLL»\~~

¢ Yo X Yo

11,0

BY.COR |

Aol mlls 3l s

R

(Ve % c)tqll: o+
A IR i

Eilidn =y

VY,e

S il

o duz-' );:-”)’.';3;’)

Gelaall — 2 &gie 4yl

'CJ_AJ\

3 Uall .:LqT
c

fp..’x:,‘l

AU Ll

i

LYl b
YavYy j_\é_}-:
s lagld) Lol a1 )

-

A pza s B

i gl ol sl de yaz

{5

U 2wl
Ll
-

VAVY A ndgi Y
— okl LT sl

gy —y
Sy a3Vl CL}:— \
= E,)"o'. Olw

ikl ol al—y

dle il

. )‘.L_;Y‘ é)l:

Lirkly el
il

gl

: oMYl b

il ganal

P

oy



380

L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE October 1973

il om T Bl Tl ¥ B (g QL) @l s mlb yavy sl & e

i S bl

e o=t sk 4k del Ty Beals sl @ e el Ll ot Al a5 S C.LLJI

CVAYY/E Ve 8 i e oo ol il

ol LI S Sy
Cug O K :ll L}lL’"“ U2 Ja.l‘

GYAYYVe & — skl AL — v [‘SJ(_;IA stz Z.)U'

® ] [ ]
AL ol o) e Gl s Ol sl BT s
Sl b, e ml 3

iy il Lk Slalie Sl

“STAMPS FOR GOLLEGTIONS®

EX. ASMAR.

GRAND CHOIX DE TIMBRES-POSTE
DU MONDE ENTIER

EXECUTION DE MANCO-LISTES
4, Rue Emad El-Dine — Le Caire




VAVY Eiw &) e gy e

bl Yl = ¥
SIS R —
agnr Vo X3_plll s A v ARSI
DI Y- X 4 SVl sz YY)
oV ,—X r)uiw, oW lsae ho
EAPOCII
VAR C R R ez o5 ola Bl
o Xazevooo Jo¥lel il olsle
degnma Ol ol —y
Gpned | e U]
U sl = o 3 @l s 5 o1 el Ol as

e gte ch'-‘ ol (Ei{l"’ olylas] :.'J‘)

&by el - L6
Sl by e —
alst C’U tEY)
o e
SlpdlS] 550
3osht ne Cayslaey Joedl oy Wl :l_sElJ.au'; g yleaa
dne s oyl — ¥
J}—’.‘TJ ol
se¥isle
el eS8 Nl
bl L e padsall s oy sl
Ele g ton s glS &l 5ol
Sbldl Gl olsl — 0,aL) deyimn Sy
—&ldl s 5 5lan S5 p5m 0 — d sl 4 st
Soskne e Gyl — 4y 4 oy oleas
Ly g.,.:_<‘ Sy 2 — ¢
sl—=l
el g Sl LS
(Sl s — gy — 2Us) — 5l g8 Ao pize iy mas
by all il
Slal ¥l ge by allialy 5

AN

VY
Yy
Ao YYA

Yoo
\Yo ¢Ve

Yoo
Ao

$eA
A%
Y
e
Y

Voo 140

ALY




VAVE ed Y & G gaddl S 54

Jut 1,

VY o de e Pl

o obyall el
Savy bty

ilag ;';L;::U

lodits dlast SIS1 51

s S

el oY1 el [

u‘éﬁ /"

A

o gl ook
1Y eva,Y iy
1401,VV1
FVi,01)
VoAY,Y "0
AR
gAY
1VA,AVY
VeVE, ey
11£64,1V)

ST
YA KRy vou|
E:AU‘ 3_/'.@),3'[
'/_\' . ﬂ )L(:w‘
3,51
'/_ Y+ 4 ")k.‘:.—'l
U..‘J_\',ot ‘_:4?.)[/\‘2»
/Y . f.S )L;.d‘
;.’:JJ‘g.a C“}L CJL;—JJ
Bl b
iyl bl depuz
3yl & d 3 ‘14
(o3 lb»‘cJJ‘

il L‘é‘)}‘

(L’)) ;;‘}'“.;JL:K"‘ C)‘.)L«(-j;

dngds bl

donet | e

de sine g Ayl
:;._L)v\;g.uy\ u&a

sz«:-s) C_}J s

sl elials

igﬁfil”

5 steoally 303

de¥l el

il

P g
IERYS

XY 18N

Ay &y
Y, AN A

Ny YV
1,0

Yi,40V

0,41 ¢

V&V, VES
YYY, 8y
RS
YRAENY S

14,1 Y0
Y¥4,000

Ae,ehAe

1,0\¢

£AYY

YV,¢ &Y
Ye,8¥0
08,000
oVY,or.
Y4E A
VeYo,e VY

YO","'

1404,V

Ye,ton

YoA,TA®

11£44,1 V)



oy ally Y Cles

VAVY  aewpd AT L VAVY Ll JoT e sl

L:J‘J\Ji‘ Q\.ﬁ_;fan
Ayt ﬁlﬁ 4l ﬁlA FRes f:J.,,
eAST bl Yoty fn ganll 5 %y, 10Y 1 2 5 al AEQ YA
e il ) Vho,8A ASl oy Foor,8q)
aumywm)d 1YY 1144,VVy
oLyl olsl £V €A YAZRIH EIL S Y1,ran
Aoyt ey VARY N E SR IR oW V,UYA
by pall e Olsl Y1 o AR APTRRI VA TR NI e \,Ye0
YATRROC RE I °,41¢
_ P, gy

Gl

Yy Ve, 404

!

dl..._,«? ‘

VYY4,40¢



364 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE October 1973

VAVY ple so Al wl b 814h & pall dand] JFT o

I c\jb 31 b & all Gamad| 5 ls] 2 gy Al
¢ dnyy b A2
Ol y B Lo daaad] Sblam drl o Lad WL Sonlew 33061 o 25

il QUL STAN a6 doe gaall 451 5l ol L;b @ B dls ol 5 L dandll

& Sl=laly SULl ST Tl Skl Tab yavy s ¥V G  Larael

. e Ul
D ek ) JLET o Wl Lan L\

Sy sl s ZSUp Lol 35650 2l VAVY IO BLSL (6 Sl L
Jom bplr o Lad By a2 g0 SBLOYI Caly um SUY LTl
WAL é‘y SNl

c\jlaﬂj 4 Ll C\}b Ol U Al YavY C-l:— I Sbls) &l Gad (i— Y
A PPy

SUMeYI a5 Sl ded Yov e C:o (- — Araldl dalall — S g —¥
b gall dlaz Cal 5 VAVY 4 Lgc.wd\ Gaadl Calial W5, 452
Lr*" TVOAVT Slsl Y e Sl o 3 Lro- VIAE,N S

doom \You 5ad> 3 u"\" ol C:e LGAA»«J-\} ol Y bl uu eyl < £ — ¢
S5 s Lfcla ile Lo eldy () ds e )LMY\ uers O\
SN (oo oA ) Lo VVETEN ol o 1 ALy (Aanldl 2all
(A

= C)B}IAU Aoz Cabiy Liom ABAE Y damed | Olsly) dle il — o
Shgpall 045 &3 Loy Lo N8 SENLT Lo 1144,VY)
R ATLARI umﬂs oF 8l

Sl e \‘.9} \avVY J>\>- Aa;;-\ Jl.s"\ oF Lola=Ms um; )@a-b oA
VAVY s YRR WS e 3500 0 (55 b claid o

(;Lm\ ) <l JL\«;-‘ @-‘Jﬁ



October 1973 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 265

9 — (t-r'!fﬁo- TP S V.,(wm\ C,\mj\ (n.‘.sl; -.LB) = \,'.Y‘MAJ\ C,wv o L; ;—‘

Bijca JL»:\.“ = 6\~M\m” ;,o.;jw oo ij‘s‘ - b»:lzj e - s JJSAN
Gl L de g¢e NI —3 508 ol abe T Gy (gé-\ s
o | 9 } il Lo ﬂjm — A9 A ﬂl&\ AN o ulz...,w A AzRaice .:“

alig Buse 1l — ool bz 55 5 S — gz (oo 50 EA\J,\ olagh!
oYl A)e s S lp; — sl O lbll suall udi ga sy dle uowjl\
T R i L N ORI -

: ' . Eaedl 3 50]

Zrorl o o Olludl Bl o byl and s @1y 3 pazd O ST OV
u\.w.aLU um.ud\ 8 daadl Ollus

3l 51 O Ay (2l 33 My o 3 3sl 5 & e Jats 3631 Ty
o Lol Sl U3 3 Bl Tmad ] ety el b, 3 3 e
AL el WTab vavY s VAV

Ll sl — L3

s Jlas AAs.lfd\Ax:.,;-\ oW ..\.,‘MJ| Cas Tl ‘c'

Szl f:j, 1315 — VAVY o o Lkl sl e G oA aliaa]

sbldk) Bl e alel 0,85 O & Bl o B ale U Ll Gl e

i oy Jie A g Lol ,&H ubuw g (A

' LU Bl — L3

NAVY L ol AS1AL 6y e (,<,:L.~ Je b uw,

fw oo damad] 46:\ 7o g apha ;L..e.cN\ 550l de dmad| sy Al B f
cosl8) s JJaH by (b 53 M) vavy

el iU — L3

DB ol Ll dndl Cailial r—

e oo oy U dadd 3500 e elael pad Sallslialy Cals g ol
.s\fL\J\;r.‘- ﬁggj,u\m\fs\}_m&\dwww@Mu»)

de Sl gli daadl b g NSy C.'ﬁ”' ey 3 gl Bk clasl LI
CJLEl Y ‘jﬁb\a;:J@; o o il e

8 3lawy Bno g s oo (db ele U5



366 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE October 1973

lgrdas Culs Il dmdall OF Y] — VAVY Gw o 53l dnall oda oi! VAV G
‘3...\” Jo-LH \.J.A J;\ d)U \ju{ bjg.; A.Aa.;:l-\ d.k.;_, — L@»LC\ 1\5 uJ>\.:

c“p\) — 4&;;—; J?“' J{d U\J PRRYPY; ‘55\ u‘}JJ‘ J.C' JLJJ‘ Lj JL&Y\}
J.JJ: Lﬂ' LAJ}«A>- oyjﬁ &‘ S-L.G.FY\ J.m) o-i -Qu ULG}L'.UJ C‘}Ja” .J.)L\J ,e Lré
4Ax.o.;-\ u: @m’ LS“ 4Aua‘ ua‘ G‘W .\,7—\ U"’""" L\;} ;Lﬂ.&}” uu oJ)U} d,:j\“

Gu“ S by ol (JAJ 5l 5l 3 dlee QJQ O Lo dmad] o £
ude 3 A8l 2l 8 ,.;-'Yl J sl uéjal\ (“9\ 35— 41..\1{\“ iljbjl oo
sVl el sz B3 Wl 3kl ad ale u5y — K, :wtp JSap
¢ Slogall e Nas e — (5 all 51 o (] CIU A8 5 aml sb 0 il g s
s Ao Sl W 6 el Baakl cliel oo e I oY
g Pl S5l el mlhll e Sl Al

B i s 5l il SULE B 2L G 31y oty 058 Frad | ISl

)m ol Bl s Lmed| A eleled das 8 Al L ASCall ol OF 3)

L;ict.qg\l\‘}moé)rnl\ {\jja” i — \;M|u,aa_):.lw b L u«.owj
Slaall ada ru’g & Lo | C)Ualm” Gandl Ol Wy — Laweid & 0kl 5 ,)Ja
Bledl 15 JsY160Ls 8 G W e wllll Dol 4 o 13 1S

L glsboe ol Al anlitle sl sl J.W., dw,_cjun Aol gy SIS UL pgad-

OF 0 dand! Ol J\J.A ;.>L,w L}p}hxms SUE LLa oF Ll
Ao 5 Apar dix 4 SYT B 14y, 14y u\mpll‘ Sobll 2 b luom drl s
SOlamadl 5 05] [l ) gie sdc ol u}Ml ))..L;-J 1) Lol Tl
3o 342 OUS” !l Al A VAVY dd A r}j O pldl s jde By — dsle

J.Jlsl-l oda (3 4 gl

O Sl Jdall V478 dud Yy o)swl oo &V Bl il ey pell Cod
ol f\j\s VUG sdardl azal= (3 dandl 5 ls) u..ls'- o8 s — 6 S5 Ll
A= a)b‘}H ol & gae @ Olgw O ljrl cpl Lasl “~’u‘ C})
— Sl ) ez sl — il ded] b ST g i 3k
adae 3LVl — (550 S e Al Bl atatll B Eats Sl



October 1973 L'ORIENT PHILATELIQUE 367

i:ﬁ)&a“ 1

:né.“ C!;>-‘ J\h;

VAVE d asle ¥V Cundl sls

slany Tae g — VAVY diw osle VY Cadl shos dwsldl Zeldl Taus 087
Wlo 5l sladl 8 52l Je el — J.UJ\ cjla 3l 54 & Lol dmanell dys sasll domod|
sledl 3 oy B slae¥l sue OIS WLy — ade go sl ..t,j\ Lol sslul
o Akl Ade J>-b S Fae goall dmad| slani (3 5l s O Je\ oS ALl
LS"L‘“Y‘ (‘M‘ 2y oo YA Ul u,aJ Tl j:j\ oD o tle dnl Ll Aol
- Agracell

o2 ity A sge 3Vl Al AL Ol sles dnll ZeL S
sde s 3 M CasSIL ekl doedll 830l cLaeVl oA s el 8513
& b ol Lol asla Sty 3y ( JSsAL wb £l g ) P
e AN C):Mp) Lo goall daand| ) s

D a5 Y AaIS daadl 3,05) 2 el A age ka1 Ll BT
BN I W]

ol (ol Lh oYl i it §, S (SJ\ Sl f.\:u 5
Ctmu) LU e Jo 5 smle va el e x‘<“” (Qam

I ojwd G \‘\V\ i »)Le Yo ‘3 slazll Amlm“ 4,\»};;&5\ 4@&\_/,,2#
sel 8 4lie g A s ol 75l fj\,&\ 156 — daedl dle oo VYE By addll
Jai O 2l s Lo Silbade 4l 0,5 A ol db oY ,;,u\ pst|

.f.aé\ J\Jel j’.")\ Ul’ 4.‘0)—}&» 41\ S>3 (wl.c- 4~ d_} = lf-ug )

g5 oot Al g Lldaed — skl Ll o dmeadl e\ V) DL s

S el Cad A sl & Al cjla 3 s 3 2y — sLaeVl lr« Lle

I Aed s dsla ulﬁl\) OYVlas e 44 UL L;f-\[\ SO Sl oy a)l..xa,ail
| ubd\ g 3 BEPEAW d}.\,‘fﬂsj elaeli o b 5

Syl — Ol dud IS o ldeoly dmedl (ajm el EEES CJJL{}

AT 6 byade Jselll 05Ty — Lgpll\ alall u«lzmr—\ S A drwldl Akl



O..g. ).J! C"OL gb& :(g. )al\ :(ﬁa,é“

soalall sy r‘;J 4 5,&4-@,;5;;[;'-" Le t)u G
« ;:c‘;,.\_” CJ_,::;” 3)|J‘){ 141 f;) J".""‘ »

( plohlh slph ol sV G Ll i k! )

dai) 3,05) e oleacl

Gy fg,u.\,musmﬁz\:u»ﬁjsuu VPR PN R
@MAWA\MJJS.\S\:LBJA;AIWT (lpﬂwmcj.\zwﬂ\ 2 i sl
¢ )J.p)\; W"J Pl (Gl o0 5 (\A\J;\ ».,\.,él\ B ;\_.,é.ci

LJ)JJ _)}5.5 ¢ Lsdla.‘ JL{ Bl Sres-| g.}})JS\ ..\.‘9 e ;jLH
_)LS: u__,'.ﬁ\ (JL)- dos Lfou\a.él‘ ¢ J}A;d«l} A:hﬁ ¢ c_ﬂ-:.wj)‘ L;-—\,}.-
. LS’f‘i"}'i‘” g,'d:\ff«'a Co-dae )}Zf.\ﬂ
oAbl el
i gl — Y g Ol —p e el i PP R
n‘ji‘ i.___;;:

e Blav s — 2id oal ) — s g ¢ B

Jo_;\" C’ b _,..x.a:_, Sl dd

A s S DI i M

azl) Ll oY) e ¢ S dodezs ogitin 1 el
¢ u\cﬂa )ja\-\«ﬁf-\j\l\ ¢ (G- .&Bcé\.«r)a S )9 LS‘ sl
JL)‘AMN L} ¢ UL)}?\A uﬂjbb éum; J),m§ »J»,\QU ¢ AM‘ ‘S‘)g‘,

341 1L
e ger Sl Sl
G3)m s St Ls'é,;:\;j\ s ph Cadde aaldl ; ;L,é.cﬁﬂ-

L&W Py )J{D 3 Z\:g;_ff}ﬂ 8»\>=:l| QliVJH —_ J:ijb g_.,.:l:é J:Mfl\ % \_;:'u..‘

1aafear gloyl 5,



<o e e e e e e i e e e e T i e e e e T s " e e " " " e " " " " e "a "

e e e e e e e e e N

.:.'.'.'-‘.'-'-'l'l'--'-'-'-'-.--'.'--'l e e 'l'-'-'-'-'-'-ﬂ'.'.'.'.'.'.l.-d- -

s m IS
Gl dn L

O‘ijs‘) SM‘ :t:{)x” ;{)}M\) A u‘iJ{ G‘JL "Jf—
VAVY i dnb

o:‘-\__ﬁ\: ‘AB

»* oy’
4 Al C".)L’ s1ph & all Ladd ) it

' e e e s e e e e e

o)..\.afj da.:laf
LA glsk B el dakd

ddovwo § 00 L3 311\143“ axll, Z.x:bj‘ oda O e
8 s Slls) s O dls Ul G, e

(55 Yor Gl of

el S0 ylall LR G ONLAL 226 5B e Lt 2l 2SI

VIt Osali @y JE e p 5L Y

3 AWl VEY W, Gadie 1 O M Ol e

‘o



SELLING YOUR STAMPS2..

HERE ARE SOME OF THE IMPORTANT ADVANTAGES
ACCRUING TO THE VENDOR WHO MAKES USE
OF THE H. R. HARMER SERVICE

® The experience and expertise of more than fifty years of selling
at auction.

Specialist Describing.

Fully-illustrated (often in colour) and carefully described Cata-
logues.

Direct contact with a world-wide clientele.

Choice of Sale — in London, New York or Sydney.

Free valuation subject to sale in two years,

All Risk Insurance — in transit and pending Sale.

Liberal Advances.

IF YOU SELL at the Harmer Auctions you can be sure of the high-
est realisations for your stamps. The last few years have seen a
steady and progressive increase in the season’s turnover and the
1969-70 figure for the Organization totalled over £ 2,300,000
For more than fifty years we have built up—and still improving—a
Philatelic Service second to none.

The full resources of the HARMER ORGANIZATION with Houses
in three Continents are at the disposal of all prospective vendors of
fine General and Specialised Collections, single rarities, etc. May we
have your enquiry ?

Contact us now if you wish to sell. We will be glad to help and
to advise you.

H. R. HARMER LTD.

International Stamp Auctioneers

AND AT 41, NEW BOND STREET AND AT

NEW YORK SYDNEY
LONDON, WIA 4EH

Cables : “Phistamsel, London, W. 1.




